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To the truly Vz xTuous 
and happily Succeſsful 


LIONBL LOCKIER 
Phyſician and Chymiſt. 


Worthy Sir, ., Y 
RR Preſume the Dedt- 
PAR cation of tha T reatiſe = 
8 -. -YOuy Patronage, | 
will be no leſs a ſurprize to 
you, then to many others, * 
Whoſe cenſure of dif uſt = 
am not only aware of , butt * 
ann'd agat uſt. & o42ht | in 
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| The Epiſtle 
| cuſtom firſt to beg your par- 
! don, before I canexpect your 
acceptance. But that certain 
Information ſuggeſts tome it 
Were 2 vain attempt to en- 
deavour by Rhetorical Inſ- 
nuations and Pedantique Ar- 
tifices, to perſade you to the 
1 exerciſe of a. candid and ge- 
4 merous diſpoſition , whoſe re- 
Tpef to. the Church, charity 
4 fo the neceſſitons , cnriefies 
fo Strangers, crvilities to your 
Acquaintance, favourg to your 
Friends, ( and particular 
: kinaneſſes unto me)havye groen 
| ample teſtimonies of a mind 
aot | 


Dedicatory. | 
not ſlightly tinftured.; but 
deeply mmpregnate (that I * 
may ſpeak to you in your © 
( hymical langnage ') With 
thoſe endowments which 1n- 
dicate a vertuous and mge- 
nu0us ſpirit, Which Fulo- 
gm, though it may ſeem- 
an Hypervolical flouriſh to. 
ſach which are flrangers to 
your Perſon and Attions ; yet 
to thoſe Which converſe 'more 
mtimately With you” it will 
rathes appear a diminntion. 
| of Jour Worth, "tis fo far 
| from [avourins of the Para- : 
' | /#e. 1 am fo averſe from the. 
2” EY A 3 com-. 7; 


The Epiſtle 
; common defion of Adareſſes of 
thi nature, CA cm 
lire Rooks, chooſe the highe 
a he can to FW ps 1 
that if an eſpecial P one 
had not intervened, which 
gives your a proper ri oht unto 
its preſentment , it had been 
deſtitute of a Pat ron; but 
 jaCta eſtalea, rhe Rubicon # 
| paſſed, and I have here ten- 
| dered to you an acknowleds- 
| ment of thoſe endearing Crvt- 
ities whereby you have obli- 
'v ged me.T hat this Diſcourſe of 
z op Which' is 48 large wi, 


F Ecco q the Soul, 


I may 
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Dedicatory. 1 
may be as effetnal for the * 
purifying and healing of the 
minds of men., as your -Univer- : 
fal Pil hath been ſncceſ: Ffaul - 
in the cure of their Bodies, n 


the hearty defire of him whos 


Yours in all faithful 
and grateful 


obſervance 


T homas Fydee.: 
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The PREFACE 
TO THE 


READERS. 


LE Hough the Important Matter of 
thi Treatiſe might be a ſuſficiens. 
| apology for the omiſſion of 4. 
#8 Prefatory Epiſtle , conſidering. 
that the entire Diſcourſe is dedicated, if nos- 
10 the Readers honor, yet 10 their uſe and. * 
advantage + Notwithſtanding in complyance. 
with common cuftom, 1 ſhall give you 4 
taſt of your entertainment in the Porch, 
Ah deſien of this Treatiſe s the advanie-. 
ment + irue Goodneſs and Vertue , and 
to engage men 10 the prattice of Religion. | 
by endeavonring to reconcile ir 10. their. 
rue © 


= 


I The Preface to the Readers. | 
F rrue Intereſt; 1 ſhould offer an affront t0 
* your Reaſon , if I ſhould queſtion your ac-" 
i ceptarion of rhe ſubſtance of what is here 
- propoeanded ; 'Quis nili mentis inops 


[' * & having a tenarucy to make you really 


rich, truly honorable , divinely Epicurean, 
and rationall, religious. IT cannot augure 
with what reſentment the ſtyle and manner 
of expreſſion will be received; nor am 1 
ſollicitous concerning itz yet 1 ſuppoſe , 
that it s not ſo anomalows , but it will 
mecs with ſome correſponding genius , whoſe 
agreeable temper may incline them to a 
Adoarable aſpect even upon the extcriour 
pert; yer-i}* the Apples of Gold be but 
(fie and priiderows, it w not much ma- 
terhal though: the Pictures of Silver te 
rapMiſhed and defaced, But although it be 
t deficient in*that elegance and concinnity 
' which ſo wofthy a Sabjet? deſerves to be 
embelliſhed and fortified with, to make the 
more prevaternt tmpreſſions upon the minds 
and affettions 'of men; 1 ſhall not fail 
10 make abntdant compenſation for this. 
dfeet, by « ſrpplement of "'Addri(ſes to that 
God whoſe ſtrength i made perfect in weak- 


neſs, 


The Preface to the Readers. ' 
neſs, that by the peruſal of this Difeeurſe, * 
' fruit f my Juvenile Studies in 6 94- | 
ancy from 4 throng of ſecular imployments) 
you may be awakened to ſerioxs endeavours 
after greater degrees of the Spirit of Life *. 
and Rig breoafurſs, and an inward acquaitir 
tence with the energy and power. of true 
Religion, to the joy, peace , aud ſerenity of 
owr ſouls here, and to the' conſanmation 
of your felicity hereafter, . Here 20, grait- 
ful entertainment for ſuch who fport them- 
ſelves with Polemical Divinity ( falſely ſo 
calld, as if the Deity was as odds with it 
ſelf, and there was a Monomachy in the bleſ- 
ſed Trinity) and careſs themſelves only with 
ſuch treatments of Religion where Eris gives * 
the Invitation, Aogots ypillegvras herhKolgs, is Philo 
ſpeaks; Procul oh procul ite profani. This 
Eſſay only aims at the promotion-of peace in 
the Church, by uniform, devout , and reve- 
rewt addreſſes to God ;, quierneſs in the State 
by ready ſubmiſſion 10 Publique Authority , 
at the happineſs of civil Commerce by Fuſtice 
and Truth ; the honour of Religion by a ſuits: 
ble demeanour ; the Salvation of the Soul in 


the 
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an enjire reſignation to the Divine Will and © 


The Preface tothe Readers. | 
the Glory of God in all theſe. 1 ſhall only ad: 
wertiſe yos, the late ſevere Pipe ation of 
Providence towards this City occaſioned the 
Preſent Publication , in expettance that the 
' minds of men may by ſo dreadful a Viſetati- 
ou be the better prepared for the recelving 
of ſuch impreſſions which may better their 
Converſations, and inform their Underſtand- 


ings, which is adefign worthy the utmoſt en- 


deavenrs of your friend 


\ 
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. That the Loyd Feſus Chrift,and Chrifian 
Religion have been traduced, 2, Diff-rent 
Cenſures concerning it, 3.T, v0 jul Occ 4- 
ſfrons thereof given by the enormous Attic, 
ons of” Zealous Pretenders to it. 4. Some 
remiſs in the Prattice of real Holimeſs in- 
tenſely hot againſt all that Relative , 
and the Contrary, 5, Seme O' thodox in 
their Fudgements take leave 19. Live 1H, 
becauſe they Believe Well. '6. The Deſign 
if the Diſcoarſr, a Vindication of Religion 
from many Prejudices, with an account of 
the Reaſon for it. 7, A Repreſentation of 
it a4 moſs acceptable to any man. $. 4p 
Anſwer to an 0b,eftion , againſt the Aite 
thors invading ensthers Office inthe eb... 
lication of the preſent Treatiſe, 


228 UIR bleſſed Lord and- Saviour 
(EH who did no fin, and in whoſe 
® mouth was-no ouile found , bur 
ira al! rightcoutneſs , tas, nowich- 
anding his #»nocence, numbred with !xanſs 
: Eſet | 


AT 


(2) 
greſſours , and ſentenced as a malefaRtour ; 
ſo impoſſible is ic for the moſt ſporleſs per- 
ſon to ſecure himſclf againſt che calumnies 
and detradtions of an envious and malicious 
Enemy, Thar holy Religion, the propaga- 
tion of which , was the deſign of all his 
publique tranſaFious, may julily complain 
that it is fallen undcr the ſame cenſare with 
its promoter; the reproaches of them thar 
reproached him are fallen upon it, and 
it -Jabours under the ſame contradittion 
of ſinners, 

2+ *Tis by ſome accounted an ingenious 
contrivance of policy, an artifice and ſtrata- 
gem deviſed by wiſer heads to awe the val- 
gar and common herd of mankind to ſub- 
jeRion : others allow itto be only a ftarco- 
ed piece of auſterity and ſour Sroiciſm ; {ome 
again diſhonour it as the produt? of puſulla- 
nimity, and the index of a cowardly and 
degenerous mind; or traduce it as an'herefie 
pernicious to tie welfare of.. che Nation 
where 5 cntertain'd;, as if its genuine 
a4! fect were to fement ſedirion, 
| Vl & heighten petty differences 


ku as 8... Cem 4 4 _m_—_— — — /—"_ 


violent and barbarows. outs; 


3. How 


(3) 
3. How far.the .exorbitancies of then 
who have bcen the-moſt zealows, preten- 
WY ders to advance Religion, have been-con- 
Wl criburary to the produQtion of thoſe noti- 
" WW ons, concerning it, which are ſo derogatary 
S from ics excellence, and prejudicial, tg, its 
El progreſs, a lirtle refleFion will. be roo preg= 
1 W nant an' evidence 3 If we conſider, how 
© Wome have »ſ+rped irs glorious Name to 
d patroniFe Rebellion and Innovatien., and 
9s W Sainted themſelves in the perpetrratiqn. of 
the moſt flagirious a&s: both of 1njuſtice 

S Wand Impiety.z as it the genius which, at- 
- Wtcnded Religion, inſtigared thoſe which,en- 
tcrtain'd it to the moſt helliſh enterprizes, 
when on 'the contrary, it poſlefleth, the 
minds of theſe which, give up themſelves 
to the manuduction thereof, with the moſt 
pure and peaccable Principles, and excites 
hem to ſuch ſacred ations as arc agrees 
able tchercunto, And allo , rake. notice, 
many , have. no_ berter. z2:le to, Religion * 
ben what they can challenge by :;yerrve _ 
df an.,over, eager op os cr ; 


bY enting,: Party, . and;1 VE..n0 arguments. to. £7 
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(4) 
being Magiſterial and Dogmatical in oh 
comroverted and 44iaphorows, may paſs for 
a dermonftration of it , intereſting them- 
ſelves no fatther in Religion then the ſfzg- 
marizing thoſe of a different perſwaſion, it 
in matter of opinion , with the brand of 
Herefie s if in prattice, with the ſtyle of 
Saperftition,accounting Satyrical inveetives 
and paſſtonate refle&ions to be inſtances 
of a 'religiow zral for God , which are 
bur the demonſtrations of their ows folh 
and arrogance, vainly ſuppoſing their love 
20 God can be no 04. way expreſt , 
then in their doaring upon their own Images, 
and exectating all ſuch notions which do 
not correſpond with thoſe models and re- 
preſentations of chings their fancies have 
nggeſitcd to them, 

4. *'Tis an intenſe and violent heat 
wherewith many contend againft all rela 
ve holineſs, who may be juſtly ſuſpeQed 
to be” in the mean 'time deftiture of al 
real” inherent and perfonal.' ' And othe 
are too:prone to fix the boundaries of Rt 
. Ttigion;* und circumſcribe 'it with time at 

place, as if ir had rater ſani?uary in bub 
-4:,4 wt j grounaly . 


£ 
i 
t 


(5?) 
ground, and might net wighout, a. kind 
of ſacriledge be imployed: in ſecular. af+ 
- & firs, and ctvil entercourle, and were ons 
= © ly to be the buſineſs of Canpricel. Hours, 
if © laid afide with their S#nday Smit, aud 
of | adjourned until the Bells awckey'd them 
of fl to anew fit of dewotips, 
es 5. Many who call chemſclyes Sons of 
es} the Church , and by a ſubſcription. to her 
rel Articles honour themſclves pag the ſir» 
lh name of :qrthodex , are yet. the, peſt ,and 
vel blemiſhes of it , and forſeic no worthy 
t , appellation ,, by holding the Truth in un- 
es, righrequſneſs, living, 45 if the Commaznges 
ments had no relatian to the Cretſ of by 
the belicf, of what is true they could ſatis: 
fie far what is. evil,; , Qty as if he. would 
accept (by way of commugation), of their 
calf goed opinzon of him, :in lieu, of- Tempe» 
1Y rance, Juſtice, and obedience whim 51 
pudet bec opprobria nob#>se, 
6. Whentrue Regan labours m—nſ lo 
ienfl many. prejudices, fro n and "2 
I Enemyes, and from pra ed Friends when when 
1 al and Oc inalgf- ir, my Efſents 
nd Nature, the E ' ad Deſt 1gnes ” 
\ Oo. 


[ (6) 
ſo generally miſconſirued, abuſed and per- 
verred ; the reRifying of mens miſtakes 
. concerning it,” and the »epreſ »ting of it 
tothem in its native and aff-ting form, 
will be a 'very probable method to prevail 
effeciually upon them to entertain it « for 
till men are convinced of the excellency 
and advantiges of Religion, and their 
minds' rizhtly informed of the nacure and 
importance of it, it is impoſſible ro engage 
them'ito9 the exerciſe of:thoſe duties which 
it requires from ' ther.” | 

7. The Scope of 'rhe enſuing Diſcourſe 


is to beget ſuch apprehenſions and ſenti- 


ments in the ſpirits of men concerning true 
Religion as. are agreeable thereunto; and 
recommend it- unto «them upon 'ſach mo- 
tives as are {ufficjent in other caſes to pro- 
cure” wrceprahce. 'He that will give him- 
{clf the' trouble of peruſing theſe Papers, 
which'-have nothing* in them worthy but 
whir-is refle&ed: from their ſubje&t mar- 
ter and: final deſign, and add thereunto 
his own meditations, ſhall not fail ro find 
that' Reljoion compreherdeth in ir whatfo- 
ever -may- make it e//2#ble: The verittes of 

ut 
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(7) 


it ſerve to render it *ceeprable to the ſti- 
dies- and contemplarions - of the ſevereſt 
reaſon, and of the moſt ingenious ſpirits. 


"The advantages which-are twiſted with it 


may inſinuate a liking of it in-an avarice- 
ow nature ; the peace and joy which ac- 
company it, are ſufficient to ivdear it to 
ſuch whom pleaſures do fo eaſily intanele, 
That - real and 'ſoli&4 honour from "which 


'tis impoſſible ir ſhould'be abſtrafFed, makes 


ita prize worthy the endeavours of the moſt 
ambitious perſon, — ſic itur ad aftra, 
Repret humi quicungue velit 


8, If any ſhall obje&;, that by this-Trea- 
tile , I put my Sithe -inco- anothers Har- 
veſt , and z7ztrench upots their-#4#h13 ,'' who 
by their $Sacerdotal' Funttion 'are''to admi- 
niſter this Province : I reply; thoſe Ha- 
rangues.,, Defences, / and. Celebrations of 
Religion which proceed from thoſe which 
are ordained to ſuch a purpoſe; Yofe'much 
of their efficacy  only+ becauſe' they are 
theirs, people generally ſuſpeRing; they 
deſign their own Intereſt, and pur'a'glots 
upon their own Wares for the better put- 
B. 4 ting 


C3) 
ting them off, and-worſhip this great Dz- 
4x4 with reſpe& to the falver ſhrines, But 
when ſuch, the courſe of whoſe ſtudies and 
imployments may be managed to a greater 
temporal advantage with the proſcrabing 
of Religion, ſhall mavgre their own ſecu- 
lar concernments, ſerioully endeavosnr the 
propagation of it, their attempts upon the 
Laity ( which titte we may- ufe;,. I hope, 
without offence ) proceeding from perſons 
of like paſ{tons and edxcations as themſelves, 
may in probability be more ſucceſsful, and 
their Arguments fall upon them in their 
full weight, as not being obxoxious to that 
ſuſpicion of impoſture and ſophiftry which 
their diſcourſes are cenſured to, be attended 
With, though never ſo: #ervows. and apods- 
Firal, whoſe howour and advantage ſeems 
to be. cloſely rivered imo the intereſt of 
Religion, . which: hath- given occaſion to 
ſome atheiſtical perſons to name irthe Hol 
Cheat ;, \aS- if it were maintained in the 
world only, to ſabſerwe to the ends of great 
neſs ;buxthe vanity of this imputation ſhall 
demantfaſted in the fuccecding Chapter. 


bÞ <0 CHaAP, 


Cuai.i5 


1, Tree Religion derives it ſelf from God, 


2, Is allied to Heaven more neerly 
then other beings, 3, Could not have 
been attained by Humane Induſtry or 
Sagadcity, 4. But was diſcovered by 
God in pity to the frailty of Man, 5. By 
bis Son Feſws Chriſt, 6, This lates 
ſtrong Obligations upon Men 10 embrace 
it, 7, Chriſtians ought 10 improve it, 
from confidering the unhappy ſucceſs of 
Impoſters, 8, its Original arzies ts 
Excellence, and ought to quicken our 
Obedience. 9, Queries whereby it may 
be further inforced, 10, *Tis not in- 
troduced into the world from the Tndi- 
gence ,' but fulneſs of the Divine Na+ 
ture 3 net becauſe God ſtands in need 
of ws, bat we ſtand in need of him, 
11, That we ought to proportion our Gra- 
titude and Obedience to God anſwerable ta 
theſe 


(10) 
theſe great Engagements which he laies 
_ upon us; with motives thereunts. 


7 R Eligion is of an heavenly deſcent ; 
its extrattion is from the Father 

of Eternity; it is not the revelation of 
 flejh and blood, the ſpurious and adulterous 
iſſue of humane Intelle&uals, the forgerie 
and impeſinre of the Nimrods and Machi- 
evilians of the world, to acquire grandare 
and authority by impoſinz. upan the leſs 
wary and over credulors natures of wulzar 
perſons 3 But it is the produR of unpar-{el'd 
leve; conſulting Infinite Wiſdom concern- 
ing the Reſtitution of lapſed - and degene- 
rate' Man to that Primitive eſtate of. feli- 
city and. perfeQion in which he was cre- 
ared, *'Tis a beam deſcending from the Fa- 
ther of Lights, to inlighien thoſe wh'ch ſit 
in derkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, 
and 10. guide their feet into the wayes of 
peace. 'Tis the true Elixir prepared by 
the fire of Divine Love to projedt upon 
groſs and impure matter, to. refine and 
iranſmute 1t into a more: noble:and excel- - 
lent nature, and to impregnate earthy mor- 
\. tals 


: ©" Ng 
tals with a 1in&ure of Divinity 3 The rays 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ripening the 
Soul intoa maturity for glory, 

2. *Tis an immediate Emanation from 
the Eternal Fountain of Truth and Good- 
neſs, and ſo ncerly allied unto Heaven, 
that ir can in a peculiar manner call God 
Abba, Father ; notwithſtanding all cre- 
ated Beings owe their Exiſtence to a Di- 
vine Fiat, and by ſome more ſhadowy and 
obſcure Charatters give teſtimony of their 
ſacred Oricinal;, yer Religion - bears fo 
much 'of Gods Image and Superſcriprion 
upon it, that he that runs may read his 
Name ingraven there in capital letters, Tis 
the Star thar guides man to Berhlehem; the 
Mecurial Statue that points the way to 
true happineſs; a Treatiſe written by Gods 
own finger, teaching the method of re- 
courſe to himſelf, *Tis his communicatt- 
on of his goodneſs to mankind in 1ts sf- 
moſt dimenſions, aiming at the accom- 
pliſhment' and perfefion of humane na- 
ture in tranſcendent expreſsions of grace 
and bounty, AO 


3. Though 


(12) 

3, ' Though men by the improvement 
of their natural parts, might have inriched 
their minds with many excellent - yotions 
concerning the Divine Nature and their 
own yet the moſt ſagaciows and acute 
could never have ſufficiently informed 
themſelves of thoſe means which are pro- 
” per and effed#ual to the attainment of the 
chiefeſt good : Nor could unlock the 4r- 
chines of Heaven, and ſearch the Records 
of Eternity, and underſtand the coxsſels of 
God concerning Mans Salvation, Here 
the light which 15 in Natvre's darkneſs the 
Univerſe is ſtill a Chaos z the name of a 
Mediatour 'is not to be found in the whole 
Volume of the Creation; the Scene muſt 
be changed.before a Redeemer doth ap- 

ar, | 
_ Had not. God commiſcrated the ru- 
ines of Mankind, and: provided a Saviour 
for them, their miſery had been unavoid- 
able, as to any means their utmoſt $k11l 
could haye contrived or found out to pre- 


vent ic, He was. therefore graciouſly 


leaſed ro make ſuch diſcoveries. of -the 
way of his reconciling and recovering 
| men 


(13) | 
men unto him , as might be available | 
to the attaining ſo bleſſed an end, And the 
whole method of reſtoring Man depend- 
ing ſolely upon the free grace and free 
will of God, only Divine Revelation could 
_” us with the manner of its diſpen- 
ation, 

5. The World by wiſdom knew not 
God, bur fluctaated in uncertain opinions 
and cohjeRures concerning the Providence 
of God, the Immortality of the Soul, and 
the Rewards and Puniſhments of the Life 
to come 3 were altogether unacquainted 
with the exp1iation of Sin by the blood of 
a crucified Saviour, with the waſhing of 
Regeneration , and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, with the way to Heaven by 
Faith, Repentance, and Charity. Bur he 
who from Eternity Jay in the boſom of 
bis Father, hath manifeſted the way into 
the holieſt of all, and brought to light life 
and immortality by the Goſpel. 

6, Whar more can be ſaid to encou- 
rage the children of men to entercain |} 
Religion, then may be deduced from this - | 
ſingle confwderation ; v &, TJ the ſourſe | 


and 


(14) 
and original of ir is no other then that. 
Eternal Reing, all whoſe Emanations are 
like himſelf, replete with abundance of 
love and goodneſs > From what Topicks 
ſhall arguments be ferched to prevail upon 
men, if they are no! induced to accept 
and embrace Religion upon this account of 
its coming from the hands of God 2 -/Ir 
needs no . othcr Letters commendatory 
then what it carrics in its Divine Origi- 
nal, 

| 7. The pretences of Mahomet , Lycur- 
| gvs, &c. to familiarity and converſe with 
ſome ſpiritual and holy bc ings, have been 
effefFual to ingratiate thoſe Preceprs they 
deſigned ſhould be embraced by their Pro- 
ſelytes. And ſhall Truth and Goodneſs it 
ſelf, diſcovering the way to bliſs, be re- 
jefed and diſdained as fabulous or im- 
pertinent in its Declarations, Commands, 
and Prohibitrons, when the Narratives and 
Laws of Enthulialts and Deceivers have 
| been entertained as certain and neceflary ? 
Shall: the Revelation of God have no influ- 
{ ence upon the Souls of men to improvetheir 
# intellect xals, to correct their Morals 5 when 
4 | the 


(15) 
the pretended Inſpirations of crafty Im- 
poſtors have been ſo unhappily progreſ- 
five in the deluding their #3derſtandings, 
and debauching their pradtices ? 

$. It ſpeaks the excellency and +noble- 
neſs of Religion, in that it proceeds from 
God ; it cannot be preſented to us at any 

reater advantage 3 This demonſtrates it ro 
be 4 faithful ſaying, and maks it worthy, as 
the Apoſtle phraſeth it , of all acceptation. 
Its neer alliance ro the Deity challengerh 
our greateſt kindaeſs and reſpe& yz, audalſe- 
rious refletion upon this one inducement, 
may ſuperſede the conftiderartion of all thoſe 
other arguments and motives eur reaſon 
may ſuggeſt unto us to per{ſwade us to wel- 
come and emvurace ir, 

9. Who would not ſalute ſo lovely a 
beaury with 545; 955, welcome thou Light 
of Life, thou Ray of Heaven, thou Beam 
of Glory, thou Panacza of Humanity, thou 
Tranſcript of Divinity , thou bleſſed Ema- 
nation of the Deity, thou Diredreſs of our 
Way,.thou Repairer of our decayed Na- 
ture, thou perfe&t Conſummaton of our 
Felicity, and ſacred Magnetiſm evenof God 

G + himſelf > 
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himſelf > Let me invert that ſaying of ont 
Lord, Ds men gather Thorns from Vines, 
er Thiſtles from Fig trees ? Who can be- 
lieve that the Foantain of Sweetneſs will 
ſend forth bitter ſtreams ; thar the Sun of 
—_— will drop down miſchievous 
influences ; that the Father of mercies, in- 
ſtead of bread, will give a ſtone, and in lieu 
of a Fiſh , a Serpent; that the Grapes of 
the truc Vine will ſer the teeth on edge; 
that the Roſe of Sharon , and the Lilly of 
the Valleys will ſend out an” unſavoury 
ſmell? 1s ir no delight to fit under the ſha- 
dow of the Tree of Life > 1s not the fruit 
pleaſant ro thy taſte > VVhy then ſhouldft 
thou refuſe ro drink of Gods Wine, to cat 


- of his Bread, to be happy in his embraces » 


and this thou doſt in rejeing Religion. 

10. Religion is no trade: fet up by 
God in the world , to acquire any emo- 
lument and advantage to himſelf, as if 
he were greedy after a little of the crea- 
tures fading breath, and prided himſelf in 
cheir celebrations of his Name. God is 
infinitely happy in the refledFion upon his 
emp beanty , and in the enjoyment. of his 
| wn 
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own perfettions » and his Eſſential lory 15 4s 


incapable of acceſſion as *risof diminution: 
The worſhip , ſervice, and homage of the 


creatures can contribute nothing unto him z 
"y © I - 6 
tis at the higheſt, bur the acknowledgment 


and adoration of that tranſcending glory 


which he hath poſſeſſed from Eternity, and - 


wherein he is God bleſſed for ever, Fob 22. - 
2,3. Cana man be profitable unzo God ? as 
he that is wiſe may be profitable unto him- 


ſelf, 1s it any pleaſure to the Almighty thas 


thou art righteows ? Or tu it gain 10 bimthat 
thou makeſt thy ways perfef# ? The Apoſtle 
in his Sermon to the Athenians, treating of 
the Worſhip of God, declares thar it is not . 
inſtituced by God out of 2»digence and 
needineſs, AQ, 17, 25, nerohbuuris m@ , as 
if any thing were thereby ſuperadded unto 
his feliciry; | We may warm our ſelves by 
thoſe fires which we kindle for Sacrifice, 
and ſmefl the Perfume of our own Tncenſe, 
with which though God may be well 
Pleaſed; he cannot be profited : the benefit 
of our ſervice redounds not to our Maſter, 
but to owr ſelves ; the righeeouſneſs of man 
doth not extend ro God 3; the Honey he ga- 

| C thers 
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thers is for his ap» þiye 3 the Crown he 
contends for is ro adorn his own bead. 


rin” 


. 
: . 


I1.' The precedent Confiderations 


1 


ankfulpeſs and ohedi- 


ſhould excite us to th; 
ence unto him, who remembred us in qur 
loy eſtate, and loved pur ſouls out of the 
pr of corruption; God without impairing 
is wn happineſs, might have ſufter'd us 
to haye continued in that ſtare of fin and 
miſery into which we had planged 0pr 
elves ; but when we could by no means 
deliver our own ſouls, he found ey: 4 r4n- 
ſeme for #, and offgrs Salvation unto us, 
and that ypon ſuch conditions as we can- 
net diſallow, Whar Kindpgſs ſhall we 
think too great for ſo faithful a friend ? 
at gratitude too much to ſo liberal a 
Benefatter * What could God have done 
more for #s then he hath done to engage 
us to himſelf > he laid al poſſible obligations 
on us to win xr. love and ſervice : yet 
of the God which formed us are we un- 
mindful, and lightly efteem the Rock of 
eur Salvation, Where ſhall we find any 
ſo ſenſibly affe&ed with the favours of 
Heaven, as to inquire, What ſhall we "on 
er 


_ 
der io "thei Lird- for) al his! mtr odds; = 


awaken all withintherti ro: blefs theN 
of God ? wats heed arte ft 
ound umo us effcdival mins 'foriche*gb- 
-—_ ; Eternal. hfe', Which! are _ By 
the nime of Religiog'y' bar'how. fow'ate - 
Fehere which purſue'rhis:blefſed end by” a 
 Micrious perfarmance: of all: thoſe iurerave- 
| diate ahians which condactthereutto x Be 
" W-4th ſhowed thee O man what i good5"he 
* Fhath made known unto thee the path of 
ife ; Why then doth thy way lead thee 10 
ell, and thy goings to the chambers of © 
zeath * Light is comme into the world ; 
Wherefore loveſt thou darkneſs more then 
the > Thou art told thou art redeemed 


* Fvich the precious blood of the Son of Ged'; 
" Fvherefore then doſt thou fell thy ſelf to - 
5 Fommir iniquity > The grace of God hath 


ppeared to thee bringing Salvation with 
3 and wilt not thou be taught by ir :0 
odlineſs and worldly luſts, and to 


"Weny 
of; ſherh, righteouſly and godlily in ths 
% eſent world ? Ephel. 4.18. Ephel. 5.1. 


he Son of God hath manifeſted unto thee 
ve beyond all example and expreſion ; 
2 an 


| (20) 

and wile thou not. be conſtrained by 2h 
love of Chriſt; No Rhetorigue can per- 
{wade him to Religion, who is not pre- 
.vail'd: upon by conlidering, that the Son 
.of 'God the Lord Jeſus Chef in Humane 


Nature, hath- undergone and acted what- 
ſoever is required of usz; And in this 
| ſenſe is Religion aptly call'd by the'Apc 
ey the Eife of God, and an imitation 0 


Y; 


WH 


i. 'T# apparent that Religion" ts the Mother of 


famy and Miſery, .is a truth thines (o clearly. 
_ as; i 


-\- 4 


— —_ a —— 


* 2f1t 1 
Cnaye, III, | 
. 3 


? 


Freedom. '2. The Obligation implyed* in 'its 
Name no way oppoſite to true Liberty: '. 3. The 
Freedoms of holy perſons exercis'd in amerous De-+ 
votions. 4» Sin reſtrains the Souls Eſſayt to. at- 
tain Bleſſedneſs. 5. Religion wings the $ ol, and _ 
awakens' it to ſeek for Glory: 6. Scnſpal men 
hurried too and fro by the impetuous'mitions of 
divers Laſts. 7.T heir vitious' Indulfences badges - 
of Bondage. 8. Religion reftores us to the” Li- 
berty we. forfeited 'by our Apeſtaſie. 9. Wicked 
men confined to. converſe, with their own, Jaylotars. 
10, We ought readily to comply with' the De-" 
fon of God in the Reetwery of our Freedong, and - 
accept of Divine ANPancs, ''I1. Men in the 
heat of their Paſſions, - and hurry of Buſineſs, 
hardly to be perſwaded that Licentionſneſs #5 not / 
trae Liberty. 1 Wii's ci 


Hart Liberty and Freedom are uni-- 


4 verſally acknowledged to;be;Pri- 
viledges , and on the contrary , Bondage 
and Captivity accounted of as matter of In- 


(22J 
in its own light , that it needs no dembn- 
ſtration; That Religion reſcues the children 
Of men out of a ſave of ſlavery and waſſa- 
Laze to the powef of Darkneſs, and aſſerts 
them into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
. is as evident and perſpicuous as the 

precedent coticeſſlion z And that ; itt this 
regard ir ought ro be acceptable, *will be 
the inferehte of any that have bur the hp 
Fraitsof treaſon, or ſenſe enough left ro | 
put. a: dificrence berweeti what is plea- | 
ſant and. ungrateful to their own tia» 
cures; -. RY | 

3; There - ſeems indeed to be ſomething 
of buiilege inche natne of Religlir, accot- 
pike their Critiſm; we derive it 4 Re- 
lizango,. but it imports no more then ſuch 
ties. 3nd engagements as refule from mu- 
tual cognation , and: can- inchude nothing IN | 
which 15 inconſiſtent! with the: greateft li- I - 
berty , except we judge a child ro be 
 dnftivts iti-its PirehtS as; 2hd x nah in-" 
prifontd iti his FH tarbr aces, Tis a Law 
of Eove and Liberty; its filkern Bbrjds dre as 
Giidles 2h Gittets ;"nbt ro fttEFAfid In-" 
raffle,” but fo RreHbthen end adorn. br 

iS = 3. Ee 


©) 
3, The Liberty 'of Relighas minds is 
[alt bats wh! by liſſed An file, X 
devout and (90s Oh bein Ee im 
carried 6h the wings of 4tdenr Kelis, as 
direQly tbward God as the confirdining 
power of the ſenſe uf Divine Love. Nay 
produce r fitter. a8 adn S,\por., Zap 


Goodneſs aG 

and det, 4rodrn LN NE = -l 
dom , ſe carnat Gio and 
controlltaents, we) Fri all N 
and. deg&nidthts infiide from free converſe 
with the ſivinity. 

4: The is 4 Stufult appetrtt fits Its as 
Bids Reh #t in the Souls © all wicked 
perſons, Which giv@ bits its Laws to thy 
whole kad, p rohibirs its etertonrſe | with 
whatſoever ; not found in its 9w# ,Do Pon 
nigns 3 though it afford no on 
temporal and material obje&s. Sh bj 2 
reftr4ht upon thoſe attive and £ 
Prirtiptes wherewith the Sod Pe 4 
= h the indulgence of Divine owe 

teffed : els its lite Re lcaven- 
bn powers, tebares antry and 
laudable Fo hae A witch 3 it is  roapel 

C 4 to 
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\ to recover its Primitive Felicity z congeals 
that innate warmth and vigour - which 
ſhould cheriſh and promote irs Eſſays to 
Happineſs ;, ſuſpends the natural energy, 
and propenſions of the Soul , and charms 
all irs vital and vigorous faculties into a 

| ſenſeleſs Lethargy, | 
5. Religion looſens and- unfetters, the 
Soul from its ove. oth to material ob- 
Je&5zimpregnates that vital Principle which 
is wraptup in the Soul with activity z ſpirits 
all the wheels of motion, and makes it ſwitt 
a5 the Chariots of Aminadab; Takes off that 
Embargo dy which the Channel to Happi- 
neſs. is obſtratFed , and proclaims a 7.6 
Trade between Heaven and Earth. It a: 
wakens the Soul to a ſenſe of. its own Im- 
mortality and Orgipe! , and ſpurs it on to 
aſpire by Purity, Love, and Humility, to 
the Crown of Eternal life and glory ; byt 
time and ſenſe are. the Trepicks Sh 
which the affeQions of degenerate minds 
do never move. _ Wn 
6. No Charadter can more exactly, ex- 
preſs the ſtate of a ſenſual man. then that 
which the Apoſtle draws out , Tt..3.,3- 
_ - where 
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where he deſcribes him to be a ſervant to; 
divers Iluſts and pleaſures, Every. wicked. 
» BY man doth - abjure and. renounce. the. ſovey 
, 74ignty of Reaſon, and transfer-ir —_ 
5} Senſe 3 depoſeth that i i14444rmwr, whoſe 
: | coercive-power ſhould reſtrain the impe- 
tuous. Efferations of the inferior Appetite, 
e | and introducerh an, azarchy of. brutſh and: ' 
inſolent Paſſions, which: rack the Mind by 

h Y impoſing, commands. irregular and contra- 
s | difory, ,cxating things. at an. infinite di- 
tf ſtance, and.of an impoſſible conſiſtence. 
Every vanity hath a power over' him|z one, 

- & ſays, Go,and he goes ; another, Come, and 
ef he comes; athird, Dothis, and hedoth it; 
- | beſide that general confli berween. Senſe 
- © and Reaſon, Appetite, and Conſcience : 
0 there are many petty Principalictes warring 
2 | one againſt another 3 Pride, Covetoulnels, 
ti Malice ,. Iatemperance , every of which 
di preſs. him to their ſervice , upon the ap- 
s proach of rhe various temptations 5 he is 
_ poſſeſſed with a ſpirir caſts him ſqmerime 
- | into the ;fire » ſometime into the, water z, 
he lackies at the beck of every .inerdinate 
defire,and.is not Moſter of his, own, moe ; 
e 


(26) 
he is urider the powet of the Creature, as 
the holy Apoſtle exprefferh it, and not at 
his dwfi diſpoſe; as having quite! the 90- 
vettitnent of Reaſon, and FYeſiznitd up 
_ to have his Ears boted by br. 

9; Sitiners, theit aRiohs are nat fquated 
by ary other rules thert choſe their facies, 
confiiltins with their Sexſts ; do Pager 

uhto'rhetn 5 the liberty which they 14s L 
chenſelves, is ati evidyce of the grette 

ſlavtr) arid baſeſt ſetvility : 'they cantiot 
&fc From fin, 2 Ptr, 2.14; The ſervice 
of God, as is expreſſed in our Eitutgy, is 
pe#ftft foetuois + *Tis tro badge of 4n abjeR 
ahd fordrd ſpirit to be imployed about the 
afairs of Heaven, bnt ſpeaks a min to be 
of ! noble , free, ingenious and ample 
ſoul. NY : 

- $. Chriſtianity is not deſigned to debafe 
ahd efehnin4te rhe minds of men, to deſpoil 
them of true Eberty, and circumvent thetn 
into a fate of bondage ; bur to knock off 
thoſe ferttrs , and file off thoſe thains by 
which: they were detained in captivity to 
the power of the Prince of Darknefs, -and” 

9 | make 
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make them free unto Righteouſneſs, All 
thoſe Priviledfes which we forfeired by be- 
ing faitred with the Treaſon of the firſt 
Adi, are reſtoted 'us again by our in- 
tereſt in the feeond. Religion 'tis the Mo- 


K ther bf all teal Libetry ; the moſt abſolute 


Poreniaie may etnibrace it without any ſti- 
ſptcibri of irs #»1/t#chritut upon his royal 
Prirvzarive, All the childteti of its ing: 
dirs 388 ft no butdens impoſed, 6 taxes 
exaRted of thoſe whith live in its Dotninſ- 
ons. *Tis both a freedom of ſtare atd free- 
dom of will is the -happinefs of all holy 
men, Theit ſpirits ate too vigorous to be 
thnfrrjed tothis lowet }zetoy,. to be ferter'd 
by atiy [ablynary and ſeaſwal objefts ; but 
they bbht upward, -as with Eagles wings, 
and wvifit the Wwotld above, and rake a 
proſpet# of the heavenly Jeruſalem and the 
glory di it. | 
9g. Senſual men are ſtill ſinking into 
themſelves, coiiching toward their cexter, 
tilt rhiey are b9ryed like coals in their own 
aſbes. Self-love and wotldly inteteft cons 
fine thertit6 ſo cloſe ati impriſonment; that 
they live fequieſtred from all noble fociery, 


and 
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and have but the liberty of converſing with 
their Jaylours,ſuch impure and unhallowed 
delights as iſſue from adark Underſtanding 
and corrupted Will ; and make inquiry 
after no other Happineſs then what the 
circumference of their own Being doth 
contain, They make themſelves the center 
of all their deſigns, and all their aQions 
relliſh of that Principle of Self , by the 
attractive power of which they are forcibly 
detained. in: the Regions of Death ; and 
Darkneſs. | 
19, Hath God deligned to inlarge and 
ampliate the Soul of Man by the power of 
Religion, and to make it more capacioms 
of Divine Enjoyments 3 15 his aim to break 
the bonds of our (ins aſunder, and take the 
yoke of. bondage from our necks, and reco- 
ver us from the ſnare of the Dewil, and 
to looſe us from that ſpirit of  i»firmity 
wherewith we are bowed down x: todeliyer- 
us from the power of the dark Kingdom, 
and tranſlate us into that ſtate where, we 
ſhall exjoy. zhe priviledees of the ſons of 
God >. , Whar readineſs of mind ſhould 
this bezet+in us, to embrace Religion; and 
| *  - - _ 
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together with it a freedom from the 
drudgery of all unruly. Paſſions , inordinate 
AﬀeGtons, ſenſual Inclinations, and incon- 
ſiſtent commands of ſelf-will and felf-love , 
by ſurrendering up our ſelves ro tFe con- 
du& of the Spirit of God , which will 
make us free from the law of fin and death ! 
When liberty # proclaimed to the captive, 
and the opening of the Priſon unto them 
that are buund , will not the captive exile 
haſten 0ut of the pit wherein there is no wa» | 
ter, and the priſoners of hope turn 10 their _ 
ſireng bold? God in the Goſpel offers us 
a ſufficient power , for the overcoming all 
that ſtrength which detains us in captivity, 
and tyrannizeth over us: Do not- then O 
Chriſtian idly ſuffer thy ſelf to be inflaved 
to an helliſh or bruriſh ſervitude, bya falſe 
belief that thou canſt nor come out of 
darkneſs, as Fob ſpeaks 3; but by faith in an 
Almighty power afſault the Enemies of thy 
, liberty, that triad which St. Fobn ſpeaks of, 
x Foh, 2,16, and thy conflict ſhall nor fail 
of being crowned at the laſt with viQori- 
ous ſucceſs; and thy Soul finding it ſelf 
diſentangled in part from the bondage of 
corruption, 


(36) | 
corruption, will endeavour more and more 
a perfe& recoyery of that Paradiſiacal 
freedom, which upon the total ſabyerſion 
of the Kingdom of darkneſs will be the 
bleſſedneſs of the Saints in light. 

11, 1 know the propqunding of Liberty 
to men, by ſubj<c:07 to the (Commands of 
God, is a Pargdax to the licentions liver, 
who for-the preſent thinks no bondage fo 
ſevere as walking according to the rule of 
Reaſon and Religion, and will not believe 
that to be a Parad![e which is incloſed ; and 
how I ſhould explain: this Riddle to him, 
- during his eager chgfe of his beloved game, 
I am ar a /ofs,becaule then the uſe of Kraſor 
and voyce of Conſciexcy are ncicher of them 
| attended to : Bur if God by any Proyideuce 
- hop him in his furious carcere,and allay the 
| violentebullicions of his mind, when he con- 
ſules with his own Soul, he will need no 
other Txtor to inſtruct him , that Lib ry - 
and Yertue are met together, that Freedom 
and Keligiop dv kiſs one anpther. 


Cnae. 
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Cuar, IV, 


1+ Honour hath ever been prized at an hich value. 
2. Many need a Bridle to reſtrain their vident 
purſuit of it. 3. The Stoicks accopnted the 
prattice of WVertae, the Hebrews the obſervance 
of the Law the foundation of Honour. 4, Reli- 
Lious men' honoured in their alliance unto Gid. 
5. Their Glory evident in their Wiſdom and 
Knowledge. 6. And vittorious Proweſs. 7- Wiſe- 
dom and Power abſtraft from Goodneſs, degenerate 
into Craft and Cruelty. Goodneſs ts the glory of 
the Divine Being ,, and accounted ſo by men. - 
8. Wick-dneſs nit owned by its Proſelytes, till they 
have given it a nww Name or mild Epithet. 
9. Sin and Sinners repreſented in Scriptmre un- 
der odions and al borrent forms. 10. Religion ad- 
vanceth Good Men, and begets 4 ſecret eſteem 
of thems in thoſe which are vitios. 11.The faceti- 
ous or ſcurrilous Imputations faſtened upon vertu- 
05 menyno ways really derog atory fram their honor. 
T2; Relivion an attempt adequate to the higheſt 
Amtlition. 13. He that detratts from Vertne, 
diſprageeh himſelf , end flights his Excellency. 


I, Onour hath the univerſal ſuffrage 
; of all ingenious perſons for an iq, | 
cſtimable Fewel, and worthy of the greatafh 8] 
care ” E . 
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care and-indeavours which can be imploy” 
ed in its acquiſition.z they are juſtly cen- 
ſured as baſe and ſordid, which have no 
reſpe& to their Repuration , and balely 
. applaud themſelves like the Miſer the Poct 
ſpeaks of , under the hiffes and diſregard 
of the world, Populus me ſibilat, at mibi 
plaudo, The ancient Heathens have (had 
great eſteem and wveneration for all true 
-and real Honour ; and many have told ns, 
'thac he makes no bad bargain that can pur- 
chaſe it, though with the loſs of all other: 
Intereſts; yea , that Vifc it ſelf when it 
' comes in competition with Honour, & to 
be undervalucd and ſacrificed thereto 3 and 
judged him unworthy the name of Man, 
which would not ſubordinate all deſigns 
and indearments, how precious ſoever , to 
the procuring of it. 

2. The ſpirits of men are exceeding 
prone to bei ever in immoderate delires 
of Honour, and by indire& and ſordid 
means to attempt it, when they are de- 
feftive in thoſe noble and generous at- 
cbievements which may give them right 
' to claim a propriety therein : ſo eager 

oh an 
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and imperuous is this'1hirft after-fame and 
glory, thar if it be not fotind in conſwittZion 
with Vertue, to dire itto ſuch eprerpriſes 
as truly exnoble the undetrakets, 'an#to cir- 
cumſcribe it'within its\jut bounds '&'Htthits, 
ir doth frequently provoke the' mind&of nen 
to ſuch wild and exorbitant ations int the 
chace and purſuance thereof, which'ebatFa&t 
the moſt real infamy and reproach and fpedk 
the narrowneſs and degeheraty, not the am- 
plitude and excellency of the Ators Souls, 
What elſe means the unbounded anbirzon, 
the favageeruelty, the perfidious treachery, 
the unjatteſwrpations; the violent in#aſrons, 
the barbarows depopulations with manyother 
ads of the ſame hel{iſh complexion, which by 
Hiſtory and Experience'we are too fadly 
aſſured of > What except #h #iſatiate rhirft 
of Glory, which could not be allayed with 
the draught of one World, could provoke 

the Youth bf Macedon to weep becauſe 

there was not another > Whar bur an itch 

of Fame could intice an He&roſtratia to ſa- 

crifice the magnificent Structure of Diana's 
Temple to the bare mention of an execrable 
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3..; The Stoicks owned no other. Honour 
for 6urrant, then that which had the image 
and . ſuperſeription of Yertve ſtampt upon 
it, accounting that ſpurrow and illegitimate 
which. was not the iſſue of a vertuous and 
beroique Soul, difdaining to lay the forn- 
dation of fo great an excellency upon the 
wheel of Fortune, or the uncertain. blaſts of 
Vulgar breath, but upon ſo firm a baſis as 
was ſufficient to ſupport it without being 
beholden to exterpal appendices, and could 
maintain its luſter,and oriency- in the want 
of thoſe [plendid addiraments , ,which thoſe 
that\are deſtirute of all !rwe and real glory 
pride themſelves in, as eſſentially requi: 
fre to the conſtituting of Honour, afhirming 
Vertue not only to be its own Reward, but 
alſo its Herald too, proclaiming him that is 
wvertuous moſt glerious and honourable :Þfh, 
whereas the moſt iUuſtriows Titles , whenfſſh, 
they are not accompanicd with tho! 1n0-fſes 
bling imbelliſhments which are proportion-YH 
able unto them, are evitences of vari 
glory and arrogance ia thoſe which aſſumh 
them ; of miſpriſion and ignorance in tholeſſby 
which attribute them , and confer no real 
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worth and value upon ſuch which paſs un- 
der thoſe illuſtrious appeVations, This Apo- 
thegm is regiſtred among the wiſe ſayings 
of . the Fewiſh Fathers, in Pirke Avoth, . 
nwna- poWy 1D aIN pn i2 Ie That 
the ſtudy of the Law' doth magnifie a man 
and make him honourable. | 

4. Deſert is the ſoul of Honour the true 
ſtamp of Nobility is upon the Mind of Man, 
Religion puts a /#ſfter and glory upon the 
ſpirits of men , advanceth them unto the 
higheſt dignity that they are capable of: 
The Righteous is more excellent then his 
Neighbour , of a more worthy extraction 
and* deſcent z he participates of a Divine 
Nature, may claim kindred with God him- 
(elf .: + what the Poet ſaith of eAneas , is 
verified of him , Contingit ſangnine calum : 
he is nmeerly allyed unto Heaven , an high- 


born Prince, being as St. Fohn tells us, born 


a0- 
On: 


11 
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real 
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io2w, from above : the Blood-royal of 

Heaven runs in every Chriſtians veinsz as ' 
Chriſt, ſo are they, each one reſembling 
the Child of a King: with a little variation, 
but with the ſame amazement and affetion 


my the words of the” beloved Apoſtle be 
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applyed unto this preſent Theme, 1 Foku 
3. I» Behold, what manner of honour # this 
the Fatber hath beſtowed uptn us ;:thet we 
ſhould be calted the ſous of God ; which pri- 
viledge is not weerly ritular, & megnt #0- 
minis nwhra ,» but imports ſome real and 
eſſential dignity communicated unto: thoſe 
upon whom this if+5e is conferred , as the 
5.  Whatfoever doth any way: contri- 
bure to. the rendring men famous . and 
honourable, i in holy Writ eminently 
aſcribed unto good and religious perſons : 
Doth Wiſdom make the face to (bine, and 
Underflayding give preheminence ? A Good 
Man # wiſt as an Angel of God; Fofear 
the Lord, thas # Wiſdom; aud 19 depet 
fram evil is Underſtanding : What greater 
wiſdom then ts ſecure an Eternal ftate of 
Bleflednefs > Whar more excellent know- 
tedge then that of the befk of. Beings ? 
with this noble Spirit is-.every- holy - man 
indued ; he.is converſant with the moſt glo- 
rious and raviſhing obje&ts, knows rhe only 
ixue God and Teſs - Chrift whom he hath 
ſent, and lays up a good feundation again} 
| the 


(37) 
the time 90 come, that he may lay bold won 
Eternal life. FEAn TEL 2 

6. Doth Power, and Victory, the Throne 
and :triumphanr Chariot , challenge” the 
, | higheſt arrriburtons of Honrur among men ? 
| | Ot him that is religious'it may be -rruly 
> | proclatmed, he is a 2rearer rhen Alexandet, 
ef a ſtronger then Sampſon.” If Saul hath lain 
his thonſands'; David 'hath ſlain "his "rep 
thorſapds © Where ſhall-we find fuch Tfor- 
titude gnd magnanirnity'as predomitiates tn 
a Chriſtian? - A power over all" vi#ehs 
traxſports Of the Mind; and im:peiiudis 
defires of the Senſurivt Appetite, 8a victory 
rranſ{cending: the. conqueſts of the' mot 
puiſlant "Monarchs of rhe World.” Fortior 
eſt qur-ſe quam qui-fortifſuma vihcit ma- 
nia,” Thoſe whoſe namies'have fweld to 
the urmoſt, have been freightned by Am- 
bitten, and wanted elbdw-toorm inthe' world; 
their Yiories have been tharatfers of their 
ſervitude andtheir Trophies badges of £dpir- 
vity, A ftuat tnfelix auguſts limite munai, 
s rue of the mightieſt them of all. The 
Hebrews have a Maxime," that he is 4 mar 
tndeed: what '" maſters - his own appeite , 
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41133 9 Who the . Champion 2 Waw2n 
wy1 an be which ſubdues his concupi- 
: ſcence.. None but a-Chriſtian can write 
himſelfthe Conguerour of the World, '1 Foh. 
5.4, His #»im, or triumphant Song is in 
no. danger of a Palinedium ,. 'tis'fert for 
Eternity ; he is more then Conquerour : 
and who may triumph, if not he who doth 
Ga#prez2v, OVer-Overcome, Row, 8. 37, 

7. Wiſdom and: Power by which men 
are rendred ſo con{picuous and 'glorious, 
when found in company with Goodnefs, 
make them truly Noble and Honourable ; 
but when ſeparate and abſtractedfrom ir, 
give them a name and nature reſembling 
that of the Princeof Darkneſs, | whoſe wit 
and power do concurr-to .make him moſt 
infamouſly famous;:- The light of Nature 
hath diſcovered in. the moſt perfe& and 
glorious Being,infinize Wiſdom and Power 
joyned with as #nl:1mired Goodneſs, Hence 
in the Writings, of the Ancients, we fre- 
quently find Dems optimus maximus, When 
Moſes deſired to! have a view of the glory 
of the Deity; God tellshim, he will cauſe 
his goodneſs to. pals before him-z as if that 
v were 
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were the-only beauty and luſter of his'Na- 
ture, "The renowned Stagirire acknow- 
ledgeth, that to be good,” and do'g00d, Is 
the” orcareſt honour. Though' the | wild 
Gallants account the name of" Good-man 
a d minutive Title, - yet, the greateſt Poten- 
ares havero the reſt of their Title {uper- 
added ' &*eine, whicty is of the fame ligni- 
fication and imp3rtance. 

8. There is in fin\that twrpitnde which 
makes its* Proſelytes- aſham'd to patroyize 
it ;-*ris-rbis thar makes the countenance of 
man to fall - ſuch that ſhame and'ignominy 
which is annexed to it, that no- body will 
own ir bur by another name ; the' prond 
man ſcorys any - other Epither bur-thar *of 
maznanimous ; andithe prodigal then that 
of free and zenexows-:- The Miſer will have 
his ſordidneſs interpreted frugality ; con- 
tent10n and revenge-ſbroud themſelves un- 
der #:ght and juſtice.z and any worſe name 
then 'a good companion , is diſpleaſant to 
the: Taeſ® debancb; fraudulent” circums 
vention uſurps the title/of Wiſdom , and 
the -moſt flagitious -{mners 6beprize their 
fins with the name of Yerine ,—to make 
D 4 | them 
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them: leſs, odjpxs tg themſelves and others: 
the, Prince. of Darkneſs as in diſguiſe, 
irangjorming himſelf into, an, Angel of 
Light, and wnticerh ſinners ro the perpetra- 
t:0p\of the moſt horrid vilianies under the 
appearance ,of the greateſt good, » . 

_ 8: The boly $cripwre repreſenreteth fin 
- under ſuch averting forms, as may. beger 
in us the higheſt ſhare of it and; gpdignation | 
againſt ir, I; hath ſapplanted us and rob'd us 
of our-birth-right, aud laid owr bongur jn the 
- duſt, The ſtate of Innocence was' a ſtate of 
- Qignity.;! by the firlk 574nſgreſſton the right 
Adam. bad to honour was forfeit; and he 
became ; at. once abnoxiews to. {hame. and 
[orrom.-. Sin hath. fatn'd- the . purity, and 
. brightneſs of our-natures, debaſed and me- 
. 14morphoſed rational.creatures into another 
. kind: , to, expreſs:this great degeneracy, 
"the Holy Ghoſt &yves wicked men Hipers, 
. Does, Wolwes,, Swine ,.and Chilgren' of: the 
Devil; chargeth.them..with the greateſt 
ignorance, follr, ingratitude,. and\s!f-ingt- 
auity..and with, wharſgeycr is unbecoming 
a reaſonable and well-natur'd creature z/ as 
.t9 bate,God,to lave.death;;.to deſpiſe.a mans 
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own fout ; mentions them as being: faſcine- 


tea, diſtracted, infatuated. 


10, Religion reſtores the Soul to: the 
dignity of its firſt Creation , by asrom- 
pliſhing it with thoſe virtipow habits and 
excellent diſpolitions which were the glory 
of: man before his lapſed: ſtate z this  hap«» 
pineſs doth.; moſt what , attend ' virtuous 
men, that their «ions have the approvation 
of their exemies , there not being many {0 
inſenfible of the difference between good 
and el; -as not ſecrety at leaſt to:arknow- 
ledge rhoſe which are truly religious worthy 
of honour: and eftcem,” yea, and imitation 
too; :and onthe contraty; that thofe which 
are vitiows aud debauched, have a reabiqne> 
miny-and reproach inſeparably. cleaving to 
them, from: which-only Repentance and 
Reformation :can be their Yindicators. . 

11, Such indeed is that vain and' defui- 
tory temper: of ſome perſons, that we may 
juſtly take: upthe complaintofthe Church, 
Lam. 4.2, The precious fons of Z ton, com- 
parable. x0 fine Gold, ' how axe they \efteemed 
4s earthen Pitchers, ' the: work off the hands 
of the Potter 1 in licu of konouring: m_ 
thar 
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that fear the Lord , they ſlight and under- 
value them , making them the ſnbje& of 
their ſcorn and i»ſolex; humours, vilifying 
them with opprobrious and ignominious 
terms, accounting them the filth and off- 
ſcouring of the world, the peyſon, and 
a'peſt, nitr, AF.24.5. of humanity,unwor- 
thy ofall civil ſociety and natural accom- 
modarions : Bur all that contumely and re- 
proach by whict ſuch men endeavour to 
render {ach men 7idicnlous or. edious, de- 
rogates nothing from their true worth and 
honour, which can be: no more diſparaged 
by thoſe calumnies wherewirh it is aſperſed, 
theri -thoſe eminent Conſlellations in the 
. Heavens | which contain-ſo many- glorious 
Stars; arc obſcured by'the fiirious impoſi- 
tions of: Bear , Scorpion, Dog, Serpent, 
' Fc. Honour 1s alwayes ſ{ccured”-in the 
company of Vertre. And although. for a 
time good men do {:e, among the Pots, and 
may'be fullicd with ſcandalous impurations, 
the» time is at hand when they ſhall come 
fortb.and appear glorious as a Dow',. whoſe 
wings. ere covered with ſilver, and her fea- 
thers with yellow gold, to borrow: the lans 
= /  _ guaage 
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guage of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 68, T3, 

12, Sithtrue Religion is eſſential Honour, 
the proſecution of it 15 not-a deſign unworthy 
the moſt | heroique and generous ſpirits 3 
The King of Heaven is the Fountain of 
Honour, and *tis derived from him ' upon 
all his favourites in {uch a meaſure as may 
gratifie the height of ambition , ('tis beyond 
our thoughts ro'tell yon, what his digni 


ſhall be whom this King will honour ) © 


when you read in holy Writ of a Crown, a 
Threne, a Diadem, a Stepter, andall regal 
habiliments, and triumphant magrificence, 
ſecured by the Promiſe of God: unto his 
Servants, it ſhould quicken you to the per- 
formance of ſuch 'religious and *vertuous 
ations, as may render you worthy of that 
honourable entertainment with which the 
botnity of God will bleſs his peopke; © 


13.''I would have none honour himſelf 


with the name of Man , thar ſcorns thoſe 
accompliſhments which are the glory of Hu- 
mune Nature, yea, and of the Divine alſo, 
God having emphatically ſpoken of Holi= 
neſs as his greateſt glory, Bxod; 15,174 
To ſer goodneſs at 'yaught is to {pit in out 
own 
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own ownfaces,” aud to lay our honour in 
the d»ff.. He that can ſport and careſs bim- 
ſelf either in the Publique comempr.,or-fly 
iand ſecret derifion of what is indeed; rels- 
giow. YVertne , let him paſs for as: acate'a 
Wit, or worſhipfal Galli*nt as he willin his 
own account, he doth: but: reproach 'kis 
Being, ſpeaks evil of his Dignity, is a- 
ſhamed of his Glory , 'and- proclaims: his 
folly : and thus did nor «thoſe which' paſs 
for Heroes and Worthies in the Annals of 
Ages; a5 well Humane.as Divine; Art 
Athens. te Temple. of. Vertuc | was to: be 
paſſed through to that, of Honour. 


Virtue and Honour bave ſuch ſ(ympathie, 
| If Fertve wither, Honour $00 will die. 


I ſhall-conclude this Chapter with a pat- 
ſage out.ot.a perlon h pourable upon all 
accounts, R, B. Fame 1s a. bleſling only in 
_ relation-to the: qualities and- perſons. chat 
give it: Since otherwiſe the tormented 


{.. Prince of Devils. bimſelf were as happy as 


he-is- miſerable ; and famoulſnefs, unarten- 
ged with codearing cauſes, is a quality fo 


ult- 
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undeſirable , that even infamy and folly 
can confer it ;; As Meomns is little lefs 
ralk'd of then Homer; the. unjuſt Pilate 
more famous then Ariftides the juſt; and 
Barabbas his name ſignally recorded in 
Scripture , whereas the penitent Thief is 
left unmentioned, | 
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Guxy;  V:; 


T.' The cenſure of the Wiſe Man of th: vanity of 

- Waorldly Pleaſures; 2. Religion the . Mother of 
ſolid and unſpeakable Joy. 3. Tu reliſted by 
thoſe whiſe Palats are not diſtempered, 4. A 
Chriſtians Pleaſures "cryſtalline and defecate, 
F. The degeneracy of Humane Nature apparent 
in their choice of deleftable  oljefts. 6, Theſe 
lower pleaſures diſpirit the Mind. 7. The opi- 
nion of Religions beg*tting Adelancholy cenſured, 
8, The Experience of Good Men to the contrary 
to le credited. | 


I, E whoſe experience qualified, him 
"HE ſufficient judgement, to. diſ- 
eriminate berween the precious and the 
vile, when he comes to pals a cenſure upon 
pleaſures and indulgences of the meer animal 
life ſaith of laughter it is mad, and of mirih, 
what doth ic> and when he gives in- his 
 Jadement of the ways of Wiſdom, commends 
them to the ſons of men as pleaſantneſs and 
peace, Prov. 3.17. Her ways are ways of 
pleaſanineſs, and all her paths are peace. 
bE | | Replete 


- 
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Replete with ſuch pleaſures as exceed the 
Senſes, aud ſuch peace as peſceth the Under- 
ſending Here we have one of the” firſt> 
born of Wiſdoms children, tiling up, and 
calling her. bleſſed, If you would; know 
how emphatical and pregnant the expreſit- 
ons here uſed, are to il/uſtraie and advance 
the excellency of.Religion , you may leatn 
it from any Commentator: I (hall only ſug- 
gef rhis confideration, that by Peace; which 
the Hebrews-made- uſe of in their Saluta- 
tions, i5go0 be underſtood according -to 
| their idiome, the confluence of all manner of 
blefings 3 the three common ſalstations of 
the Greeks, tiger, ijizirew, taper, being 
but equivalent to this one which doth ſums- 
marily compriſe in it, welfare of miz../, bealth © 
of body, and ſacceſs of affairs, | 
2. My meditation is in this Chapter 
confined in particular to the pleaſure- and 
delight which pious Souls are partakers-of 
in their conſtant exerciſe of thoſe dutiesto 
which Religion doth oblige them, They are 
a Canaan flowing with Milk and Honey 3 
an, emblem and. epitome of the State of © | 
Heaven ,' the Preſence Chamber of the King 
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of glory; they are fill'd with falneſs of joy, 
and drink of the River of pleaſure that is in 
the Paradiſe of God. Religion brings the 
Soul to converſe with objetts of ſo glerions 
a nature , that it is at once iravſporied with 
woxder and delight, The thoughts of that 
_ Exuberant Love, manifold Wiſdom, and in- 
finite Power which did /c0n1rive and 4dcom- 
Phiſh 'the Redemprion of Mankind with 
thoſe bleſſed confequences,” which attend it 
#ccupre and poſſeſs the Souls of holy men ; 
and thar clear apprehenſion th@® have of, 
and #nrereſ® in theſe Divine Truths fills 
their Souls with joy wnſpeatable and full 
of glory; under theſe ſhadows do they fir 
with great delight, and the fruit ts pleaſant 
#0 their »4ft., that | may borrow the ex- 

preſſion of the Wiſe man in his Song of 
Loves. £4 
4-1 3, © here is & vein of pleaſure runs 
through irs: whole body. To thoſe Syuls 
whoſe faculties are not diffemper'd, noting 
more grateful and ſavoury then the thugs 
pf God, 'tis an evidence of a diſeaſed and 


corrupt mind, to nanſeate and difgnſt this | 


heavenly Mina, and to' reliſh the' Garlike 
4 and 
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and Ontons of Zeypt. Wheti God hath pre- 
pared a Table, and furniſhed ic with an 0les 
of all high rafts componnded rogether , £0 
invite the ſons of meri thereto, it ſpeaks 
a great meaſure of degeneracy , [0 delight 
to cat Ducks with the Swine , and in effec? 
bid God keep his good things ro himſelf, But 
thoſe ſacred Viands , which 'to a wicked 
mans Palate have no more taſte then zh2 
white of 4n Eggt, ate to him which is truly 
religious, ſweeter then the Honey , of the 
Honey-combe.... 

4. The Pleaſurts ofholy tmien are founded 
upon thoſe #bjetFs which make them rival 
the Axpels ih felicity z nay more , of the 


ſame nainre with thoſe wherewith the King 


of glory entertains Naolel That correſpon- 
dence and harmony which there js between 
their Minds, and Truth and Crdueſs i5-the 
Fonniain of all thoſe pure: and cryſtalline 
pleaſutes which they do enjoy, A ffrong 
enſe of Divine Love, and firm perſwaſion 
of Eternal Glory , begets and propagates 4 
Chriſtiatis joy 3 *tis of a more ſublime, and 


exalted #ature , then are thoſe groſs. and 


corpoteal delights wherewith the: Senſes ** 
| E _ 
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are feed ; 'tis depurated and refined from 
all that carthly /ecalewcy , which is ##cor- 
 Porated into the very quinteſſence: of thoſe 

| pleaſures which material objects do produce, 
The moſt reviſhing and taking delights, 
which the world doth proſtitute ro. them 
which are her greateſt favourites, are foul 
and fulſome, and reſolved into theirifirſ 
principles, will appear fitter objects for 
diſdain then defire, and rather to be loathed}} 
\ then lov'd. What are all their pleaſures. 
bur the produ@ of a greedy and ravenow 
defire, which ſuppoſe their Souls to labour 
under ſome wielext diſtempers ? . they are}, 
but the ſcratching of an 1tch , or the plea- 
ſure of drinking under the ſcorchings of 1 
Calenture, 

5- The degeneracy of Humane Nature 
appears in nothing more then . in mens 
proſelning themſelves to brutiſh ſenſuality 
wherein the Beeſfts do indeed out-vie them 
as being furniſhed with greater exquiſiuÞ] 
z«ſs of Senſe, for the entertainment of the 
objects of Senſitive pleaſure, Yer how man 
are there which ſacrifice their Reaſon tl 


+. their Apperize, and fink themſelves jato 


lows 
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lower ſpirits ; which placethe Beaſt above 
the Man; and q no other'prey, 
nor purſue the choſe atly\ other game, 
then what may gr arte their bruriſh FI 
which ve. wA in bs fifty wo their 
ſenſual Inclination,: and fobordinate'Hll their 
ations to! the 1»rereft ioftthe Fleſh, rand 
never . reflet# upon the” excellingy'of their - 
Soul, nor'regard the 'adorning- of it With 
thoſe verruoks babits which WAN qualiffe it 
for: Everlaſting glory ? as if all deletfable 
obje&ts were. calculated for the © meridian 
"ry of the Bedy , and ingroſſed by'the- Senſes; 
ty and the hors op parts had no' objetFs 
al agreeable to its heavenly nature to take a 
al con-placency in : ſuch ſurely pity the/condi- 
tion of Angels, and: envy the felicity of 
IN Br utes, 
MF 6, Theſe terreſtrial pleaſures which vos» 
| luptuous Epicures indulge themſelves, di- 
ſpirit and enervate their :minds, (like the 
lvy, eat our the. heart of the Oak)! ſoften 
"F*2em by degrees intorrhe * molt effeminate 
VN and aegeneroms remper, and remove'them 
Y the greateſt diſtance from all noble © and 
0Yrcal delights, Divine joy doth inwigorare 
| \. 092 and 
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and eAncble the Soul and quicker it to an 


berdich-generonſueſs and attivity 3 the jo 


% \ 


of -the Lord is 416 ſtrength, || - 
- 17... *'Tis ah 9piniow-nolels falſe in-ir (elf, 
they perniciowsin'its ef ect,co the promotion 
of 81! true goodaeſs, which hath fo many P«- 
erops ih the-world 5. viz. that: Religion: di- 
wareeth its Proſelytes,from all pleaſant emjvy- 
ents, and efpoiilerh them to a melancho 
liqueand ſulles ſpirit; when the £r4 from 
Which all trac comfert-bears date, is the com 
mencement of ancligiow life, Tuſtances at 
numerew, of theth which have +:orted in the 
variety of all-wortdly delights, and afterward 
devoted them(elves to the pratiice of Chri 
ſtianity., who, have upon the experience 
of both-2/ «tes, in-fine concluded, that th 
leanings of divine joy , are infinitely tc 
be prefer'd to the whole vintage of world! 
pleaſares... 
- 8. 1h other cafes/this M2xime paſſat 
for' 4 ttuth, Thar every manis 16 believe 


246ity. be queſizoned out of the world, 
the «ltimate reaſon of all belirf rerminat 
in the Senſes , and our aſſent ro'the mol 

| | con 


| (6.53) 
common. and .centainytruths be. ſoſpinded, 
until they . give, us cafaximacion; Likews 
grouud of exception, afaivii the: teſkimany 
of thoſe. religious ar. holy: Soudsy which 
ſert their "frequent \reporddiice. of may 

raviſhing and: ſatifying, pleaſwroeee:bect- 
jojed in ghe\conſcientionh eXtrcife obithof 
duties -t9\. which Religion . dotb angage 
them: "Or:.why 'any | fhnould w/calff other 
heavenly Semnriments and Iovpreſsigmirly rhe 

Chimera's and Enthuſiaſticel\Holntinatian 
of an aQive and buſie Fancy; as if Chri- 

J tians in this reſembled the antient Philo- 
E ſophers-, who have written much. of the 

Hl Mofick of the Sphears, when they never 

h:ard any fuch harmonious airs ; and ſpoke 

hell of the next World but as blind men do 
concerning this, without any certain aſ- ' 
ſwrance .of the wariety of thoſe things 
which they do affirm. The invitation of 

Philip to Nathaniel , Foh, r. 46, Come 
and ſee, when 'tis praftically anſwer'd, 
is the moſt powerful charm , to diſinchant 

df thoſe -who-are prepefſefſed wich fuch” low 

and #nworthy opinions of the ways of Wilſe- 
il dom , and in whoſe efteem the pleaſing 


3 Vanities 
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vanities of this world are of ſo high 
. vale, How jejane and wnſatisfattory 


| (areal the heck-ſbaws of the world to 


[his who - hath '-#afted how gracious the 
"Zord ir? How dull and vnaffetting all its 

Papeantry to him" who hath ſeen how 
+ gloriow ?. All» the galliardiſe 'and treat- 
ewes of it, "makes no impreſſion upon 
thoſe \ſeraphick minds'whoſe #aſt of eartb- 
dy. things is loſt.» by their- prel1bation of 
heavenly pleaſures, + | F, 
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Cnar, VI. 


1. The weakn'(s of all S ablunary Comforts argued, 


2. Their, Iubricity and ſlipp rin*ſs make them 
unworthy 'a Wiſe mans purſuit. 3. A God man 
is ſatufied from within; in the defelt if ontward 
ſupports 4. Chriſtianity gives ſome earneſt of 

appineſs before it pays the total ſum: 5. Com-' 
fort hath a neceſſary dependance on the faithful 
diſcharge of - Duty. 6. The Impulſes . of the 
Spirit conſonant to Scripture. 7. There #s apre- 
ſent advantage accrews to the Religions. 8, God- 


neſs and Happineſs import the ſme thing.. 9. Sin 


and Miſery twiſted into one thread, 1o, Plea- 


ſure in jts true nation our chiefeſt Happin'ſs. \ 


It. The Concluſion. 


1, "Here is an #nirinſique weakneſs 


and #vſafficiency in theſe terrene 


delights, to ſazwfie the minds of men ; 
they are too ſhort for their vaſt defires 
to ſtretch themſelves upon ; they 1hirft in 
the m:4dft of theſe waters, and are ſcorched 
under its /þadow z their deſires drereal, bur 
enjoyments fiRitious; the expedFance of 
ſatafaition is equally _ rocas in the 
fruition and fruſtration 


their hopes: 
E 4 when 


df 
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when we come to graſpe them , they are 
bur wind, and to] embrace them , they are 
but a cloud ; they hang out a fair buſh to 
invite men in , but their wize's too much 
diluted and diſpirited to refreſh and allay 
the violent and thirſty defores of thoſe which 
tur in thicher. They zever ſatisfe, ſeldom 
compound. tor the debts they promiſe, The 
largeft and faireſt volumes of this worlds 
enjoyments end with a  Nounuta. deſant, 
Hew many are there which are arreſted 
in the dſt of their pleaſures and gran- 
deur , and fall like Sacrifices with their 
Crewns on thtir heads ! Its ſtately Galleries 
| Tead to the Chambers of death ; its River 
of Pleaſures (wallowed up in a Mare mortu- 
ua8'; 1t$.JOy 45 an Uſher to: regret _andjanxie- 
ty 3. .1ts Comical Scenes end in a Tragical 
.Caraſtraphe, | 


2, [Theſe ſublunary ſenſual pleaſures, 
like flawors » : wither -j1n - Our hands, arc 
ſtrangled in_the birth, and periſh in em- 
- bracing 3 (make, a little: blaze and vaniſh, 
"ſalve Qur:Serſes and: rake an efernel fare- 
.well, fow.t0 us with tidings of an: chbe'; 
they are 13s ep aviehe. Farher veryy\w 


(141 
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expreſi them, or as the Epigrammatiſt; 
dir vg wngty, of a very; tranſient and\(ipppery 
nature, ſubje& to be eclipſed at the full 3 
of ſo light a coenr, that they fade-:and are 
ſullied in the handling , and 42pt4q;;be 
ſowred by the leaſt dap of Thunder: "a{{gon 
as ever you put your. hands int9.their 
fades you ſhall feel their hollowseſs. Divine 


| Pleaſures are much 1#havs5#e4 in rheir warth 


by their permanence and continuance, whilſt - 
all mandane d:lights are juſtly depretiated 
by their i»conſſtence and. lubricity,, That | 


| heavenly Herald that knew well ;enaugh 


how to bla{ep this Worlds Coat.of drms, 
tells us its: made up of fading Flowers befer 
with C roſ[es and Croſſes, The anojnting.of 
Kings with 041 at their Coronations, umi- 
mares the ſlipperi- e[s;, of their . Thropes. 
Thoſe things which have the moſt durable - 
nature are reputed ceteris, paribus , moſt 
excellent z this puts a luflre and valueupon 
diving delights, that they arc not «braxiouzs 
to. that fboreneſs and . uncertainty which is 
the cd mon. fate of all mundane pleaſures, 
which” juſtly renk them. in that degree: of 
beings, which ere but-a remove from #0- 
, BP i thing, 


"— 
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thing, and conſequently unworty to have 
the affections of a Soul roo ftrifly engaged 
to them, which is '\capable of Erernal Com- 
mwnion with, and fruition of the firſt and 
Supreme 'Being. | | 20 

3+ The mind of a good man brings him 
in conſtant revenue of ſolid peace and ſa- 
tisfiftion-; he holds his Serenity by a better 
Tenure then the world can give: he is not 
#ndebred to' the plenty of external enjoy- 
ments, 'for the eveneſs and compoſedneſs 
of his mind ; nor 'doth his joy and pleaſure 
depend upon the carteſte of the creature , 
bur he enjoys ha/cyan days in the greateſt 
temipeſts; to her e:R-d buds and becomes 
pleaſamt'; he can ſing with the Thorn ar his 
breaft ; he accepts with equal welcome an 
adverſe or proſperous condition , knowing 
the-wiſdom'and goodneſs of that Provi- 
dience, which doth appoint theſe circum- 
ftances of life : His boxes are not ſubjeRt 
to aches upon change of weather + His joy 
is ſo ' ſecurely treaſured up , that it cannot 
be raviſhed away by the hands of violence, 


\. burwill[run parafel with Erernity. Though 


holy men are not by. any ſpecial Charter, 
| - priviledg'd 
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privilede'd from outward troubles, but are 
involved in the ſame common calamities 
with the worſt of men, yet their minds 
are like the upper Region, calm and ſerenc, 
and not diſturbed with thoſe tempeſtuous 
ſtorms which ariſe in gailsy ſouls , upon 
the approach of miſery. Religion allays all 
the perturbations and commotions of the © 
Soul, appeaſeth all thoſe tumultuous riots 
and inſarrefFions, which mens boifterows 
and »»ruly paſſions are aprtto raiſe; ſo thar 
their minds are neither moleſted. by any 1n- 
ward conteſts or outward wiolence, but en- 
joy prrey ſerenity, Ia the boſome , of 
a good man you may find the Mare pact- 
cum. 
f 4. Chriſtian Religion hath not only this 
peculiar advantage above all other , thar 
its deſign is to repair the ruines of decayed 
Nature, and at laft to readvance it to 
that primitive ſtate of perfetFion it was 
poſſeſſed of, beforerhe delinquency of rebel- 
litws Adam had broughe him wnder ſe- 
queftration 3; but doth in the interim coms- 
municate (ſuch bliſsful enjoyments to its 


Votaries, 'as even anticipate their deſires 
© 


— 
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_ of being. in Heaven, Ir takes theminp. in- 


to the Mount of Transfigyration, and: gives 
them a Piſgah: fight of their future-Inheri- 
tance 3 brings them c/«ſters of , Canaan's 
Grapes, before their atFual entraxce ypan 


the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, It © ns a. Caſe- 


meat into _the other Life. , whereby. holy 


men take a view of the Kingdom of Heaven 
and all tbe glory of it; it Faſt them! with 
the hiaden Manna, refreſheth them wich the 
water of life, which Antepaſt of  Eternuty 
makes their joy ereater then the joy of Har- 
weſt, or the joy of them. which diyiae..the 
Spoil : If gheir 20tion of Heaven be agree- 


able to the ratwreof it, which ſuppoſe it 


rather a ſtate then a place, it is not 1ncon- 
gruous to believe that pious wen, are in 
Heavep bcfore their diſſslution.z they. need 
not in the language of-Meſes and St. Pay), 
ſeek for one to aſcend up into Heaven , 10 
bring them-comfort from above,nor deſcend 
ents the. decp to fetch tit. from below, No, 


iris not atſuch avaſt diſtance, but it is peer 


them, in their mouth, and in their beert.. It 
15 the immediate iſſue of Conſcience, giving 


yn evidence of a ſpugere hearty comply with 
| with 


— 
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with the Div:;ze Will, This fills their month 
with-laughter, and their hearts with joy. 

5. I donot take Comfort and Foy to be 
ſuch arbitary donatives of Heaven, as to 
be promiſcuouſly ſcattered with an indiffereive 
hand, without reſpe&# ro the qualifications 
of thoſe perſons unto whom' they are 4t- 
ſpenſed; but rather ſuppoſe them che natural 
and genuine prodadt. of vertuous aRtions, 
according to that of the Propher 1ſaiah, The 
work of - righteouſneſs « peace, and the 
tffett thereof quiet and E rs for ever, 
A good Conſcience and a merry Heart ate 
inſeparable concomitanmts, A Chriſtian can 
give himſelt a rational account of all thofe 
comforts he partakes of 3 he ſaith nor he 
ſhall have peace rhowgh he walk in the ima- 
ginations of bis own heart, but expeas 
and enjoys it in che faithful d:{charge of 
thoſe duties he is ergaged to by his pro» 
feſdion, | 

6. There are no ſuch Fobacches and Di- 
thyrambs dictated by the holy Spirit, which 
offer violence to the faculties of the mind, 
and tranſport it into an Ecftatical Paroxyſm 
this Fanatical ſpirit prevailed much in the 
Pagan 
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Pagan World ; and its deluſions were cms: 
braced with the ſame venerarion an Oracle 
could exat, All the impreſſions Chriſtians 
can expe 'the Spiris of God ſhall make 
upon their minds , are ro be agreeable to 
their »#atures , accountable to Reaſon , and 
conſonant tothe ſacred Scriptures; and this 
is not 10 limit the Holy One of Tſrael!, or 
_tochalk out a way for the Holy. Ghoſt to 
move in his Operations , who is free-to 
work where and. when he plcaſeth ;' but 
may ſ{crve for a caution to credulows minds 
. not to be inſnared by the Impeſtures of 
thoſe which pretend to hgh degrees of 1n- 
ſpiration, | 
. 7. All the felicity of Religiop lies not in 
. reverfien ; good men ſtay not for alf their 
 Happincſs till they come to Heaven. In the 
keeping Gods Commandements there #s 4 
great reward; Chriſtians gather in much 
of their hirveft while they are ſowing their 
ſeed; thcic bliſs and cowtort is not wholly 
\upported by expectation : there 15 a pre- 
ſent peſſeſf10n of ſo much of Heaven as may 
quicken endeavours, ſatisfie deſires, and en 
courage hipe, They are not adventurers 
 mecrly 
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meerly for a peradventure , but haye in- 


ſurance for advantage. What is that pre- 


ſent Revenue of Joy which good men have 
imparted to them, but Heaven Incarnate ? 
God muzzles not the mouth of the  Oxe 
which treadeth our bs Corn; None ſerwe 
him for nought + Who ever complained of 
God as an auſtere Maſter, which had.expe- 
rience of his ſevice , ,or can ſay, they..had 
nothing for their labour but their pains ? He 
that forgoes or «zdergoes any thing for Gods 
ſake, and the Goſpel, ſhall be compenſated 
in this life an hunared fold, andin the world 
to come ſhall have life Everlaſting, He 
may (ay as St. Paul, AF, 27,21. We have 
gained this I:ſs,of all the damage he ſuſtains 
in his paſſage Heaven-ward; God gives 
good meaſure, heaped up, preſſed down, and 
runnivug over : Thongh weare to God un- 
profitable ſervants, yct is not Gods ſervice 
unprofitable to us. If any demand , What 
profit & there by Chriſtianity, and what ad- 


vantage an holy man hath? 1, anſwer, s .. 


the Apoſtle in another cale,mech every way x 
much more then any one can imagine who is 


eſtranged from the life of God, and knows 
| | nor 
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not that ſweet pleafure which is twiſted 
into the very Aenct of wvirtuor# atrd holy 
atFtons. ks :2 
8. Goodneſs and Happineſs hre bite di- 
_ "ftinfF notions of the ſame thing 3; what is 
Glory and Heaven but #1h'r names giveh 
to. Grace and. Vertue ? for the ont is 
the ſ:me ; and only a 2radnal, no ſpecifical 
diffetence berween them, The Scripture 
hath baptized the ſmalleſt degrees of Grate 
with the natne of Glory , Iſaiah bo. 1. and 
the higheſt enjoyments of Glory with the 
name of Grace, 1 Pet. 1. 13. Hope 10 the 
end for the Grace that is bronght unto you 
at the revelation of Feſus Chriſt ; that Grace 
is glory #4choate, and grace gloty conſum- 
mate; that grace is glory in the bud, glo- 
F ry grace in the flower, &c. arc expreſſions 
* frequently made uſe of, to cxpreſs the 
| fmelitude and difference there is between 
|'' Goodneſs and Happineſs, An appeal to the 
f general experience of mankind, who have 
Had no acquaintance with the Do#frint" ot 


- - our Saviour, will make ir evident, that the 


notions they enterrain'd concerning Yice 
and Yertue , wete- equivalent wnto- thetn 


- 


which. | 
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which are here ſuggeſted, Plato aſſures us 
that 'ris a Law enaQed from Eternity'in 
the great Conliftory of Heaven , and 
ever to be kept inviolate 3 Thet Sin and 
Evil ſhall be attended with miſ ery; that 
YVertue and Goodneſs ſhall be alwayes happy. 
To cite what the Sentiments of Seneca, that 
great Moraliſt, concerning thisſubje@-are, 
would be to tranſcribe a'great part of his 
Epiſtles ,, wherein he makes Yerte to'be its 
own. rewe'd, and Yices to be the tormiett- 
ters of ſuch which a them ; for every ſi 
brings into the world a [/&or with it; ' 
9. A difference berween Goodand Bull, 
is ingraven in ſuch indelible Charatters up- 
on'the minds of all men, that the moſt 
profligate-and obdurate (inner cannot zotally 
excuſs them, nor fin himſelf inco fo dee 
2 Lethargte, as to be akogethey 3 
of the gripings' of a guilty Conltience. - 
The holy Tongue calls Sin atid Puniſhment © 
by the ſame name , as being in effe&'Þhye | 
and the ſame thing. Were there no' other = 
Nemeſis to execute vengeance upon wicked 


ion 
upon : their [mpieties-, yer could they-not 
2 F eſcape 
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eſcape. a ſevere puniſhment, having .their 
.@Wn, Conſciexces appointed-to be their Tar- 
mentors, Every inner is; 4 \Meger4:t0 
\himſelf ; there is a boſome fury that pwrſoe 
-@\{inner , with. ſuch ſuggeſ1ons.'of gwil 
and wrath.,' as beget in is preſent horr, 
amazement and perplexity ; and: dreadfal 
4pprebenſuoni of a future jndement 7. Sill 
and miſery are imied imo theſame thread;f} 
the:iwails Of {in 15-:;ſbame: andſorrow, ' the 

- Wages. death, ' A: finner is felo: der ſe; » nc 
.only-an «cceſſory,' but rhe: iprincepal-in his 
Own” rulne 3 many an one- perſecutes him 
_felfito death; by..ZBavy ;, Meltce, Revenge 
.and + becomes: the - Martyr of his Luſt, 
'Whence come: thoſe wars and: fightings, 
 thale wiolent perturbations and anxious con- 
#eſts which: diſcruciate the-minds of wick 
£d men? come they nor from their iluſts! 
theyiare che effect: of Pride, Self-lowe, anc 

' + Matte; they.are the Incendraries which f 
67, $4110385;- an diſpoſſeſs the mind; 

_ -ki9:6almne(s/and;peace: the web that\en 
 Laabgies,men is {pur out of their wn bowel 
___ «»Death-and Hell are to be. accounted-rhe 
creature of {in z that is the a 
37633 / enemy. 
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them, and the aps that give "hem hc; 
by rhis'the Prince” of 'Darknels 
his Kingdom.” This Kkindles'th Rt. [NO uring 
fire, and preparts fuel for everlaſtio bong 
ings. 'Toſin,” ifr6 anticipate ererng Seach, 
andt6' be damnied before one comes 10 Hell 
and at? over "afprehand the ' 774 agedie. of 
their own deſttau&ibrn . andto Pray them: 
ſebues before tbe tims. 'As God i in his gr gras 
cfous Providence -doth nor keave hol Y. y Fr 
Q 


© ſo/s'ro grapple” with the diffics ties 


Divine Life, without ſonie A OA, 
that” Happineſs" © which it doth * condugt 
them, \ for-rheir Patourtgetient tO. A Fontix 


' nual progrefion ind advancement i in.Plety,; 
i % neither doth hefcave the Wick ed to: 
untarevrupred tranquillity i in th" HY 


their lins\, bur imbirters their LE 
the' feeret Convulfidus of their © own. b_ 
[cienees; 'and by 7 dfeadful Forleel ation "I 
future iſery', hF: by theſe (ad” 17 
they tha 'bg"extitet to fitt from? "Fe 
10 core Eng 1h the ts mba | 
which” Ly its initedlace and. ff 
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Philoſophical determination of Pleaſare , 
its being the chiefeft good, rhe Alpha and 
Omegs of Happineſs; for if we have aright 
notion of it', ( and are not impoſed. upon 
by that meretricious, treacherous andſerpen- 
tive pleaſure, which is ever attempting. to 
infinuate it ſelf into the affeRion of our maſs 
caline facalt'es) we ought to ceurt it and 
imbrace it. where ever we can meet it ; but 
becauſe we have miſapprebenſions. of its 
nature and objeRs, therefore we hunt up- 
ona wrong ſent , are apt to catch at every 
ſhadow , and ſeek the living among the 
dead, vainly expeRing to enjoy a ſ«twf9- 
Ing pleaſure ſeparate from that goodnels 


_ © wrichis eſſeptial thereunto-. Epicurss him 


ſelf tells us, though a ſuppoſed Enemy 
4 Veriuous temperance, 'Omn ign id\ns (iran 
t7 ogeviuer y; was. Vidom and Goodnels 
ore neceſſary concomitants of Pleaſure; 
Which make me prone to believe, thatthoſe 
which exploded his Atomical Hypotheſis, 
| and were ſuch bitter 4ntageniſts to his Ne 
isral Philoſophy , might be a litile over- 
Javiſh when they deſcribe his Moral de- 
meaneur, which though it might not be ſo 
bes oh cyn 


PR IRIS — —_. O——— IITT—— 


” -=©@ pw = A 8 ©© ta i rw ww co tw-_ + 


oo ww -—— fT © 


=" 


——— kk AK. COLTS nl4 


OI LE LE RR YRSACES OA. ole. i. co. ro cre red 


, - ME 
o_y and w th id £ that of ſore other 
eas of Philoſopiers, yet was different e- 
nough from their deportmenr, who for 
their ſenſual Indulgence, in the vulgarlan- 
guage are named Epitures. = FEW 
11. | Aﬀtrong delire after Pleaſures is 74- 
dically fixed in the nature of our being, we 
need no powerful motive to awaken us to 
inquire after ir z for'it is a Principle in our 
Souls, and our Prapenfions to it are there- 
fore ſtrong, becauſe they are natural, The 
government and diret#ion of this connate 
Appetite, hath been a Theme largely hand- 
led not on'y by Theologiſts,but Philoſophers, 
and is the ultimate end to which their ſtu- 
dies have pretended ; all the circumſtances 
of life which are v4l#able, are therefore ſo 
becauſe they are delefFable: 'tis the Pleaſure 
men take in their Friends and Relations, in 
their Wealth, in their Honours , which en- 
pageth vheir affetFions ro them ; if that be 


not the reſuls, they are no way betrered 


by fruition of them. Was I now difpoſed 
to be accurate and exa&t, inthe drawing 
of particular Inferences from thoſe various 
branches, which the foregoing notions of ; 

F 3 Pleaſure - ; 


Fo vield , FA ſgre(s tha 
eaſu I tranſgreis : that 
law* Cog "Keviry , which, 1 Rem for - the 
prevention, * complaints of being.,to0 
prolix and, fedious preſcribed my ſelf, 
as allo tn Ak hinder what I. endeavour 
to promote ,, vis. the; Readers care to 
ſupply what is deficient by his own con- 
 Giderations; to whieh,cnd,, I ſhall inſert 
out. of, a deſerving Poet, that which may 
engage him to this practice. 


Who Bak. mach, and never meditates, 
Is like, a greedy eater of ſweet Cates, 

And doth his homach ſo ſurcharge with food, 
That Tb they do him litile good, 


Bur that which in general I fhall 
' ſuggeſt, is this; That whoſoever, ſhall 
be prevail'd upon, by .any 'of- thole 
arguments this Treatiſe affords, to aban- 
don any, vVitious practice , and renounce 
the Works of Darkneſs, 'to live in, the 
exerciſe of Yirtue, and an intire con- 
ſecration of himfelf. ro the, Service, of 
God, if he find not'the harmony. and 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure of his Soul , when in the ſtate 
.of Righteouſneſs, abundantly ſurpaſſing 
| thoſe lower delights adminiſtred to.rthe 
meer 4nimal life , i ſhall give him leave 
to curſe me for an' 1mpoſtor upon his 
firſs repentance, | 
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Cu AP, VII, 


1. Chriſtian Religion propounded by our Saviour as 
an eaſie yoke. 2. It doth not contain any thing 
prejudicial to the Body or the Mind of Man. 
3. The Diffcalties wherewith 'tis charged), ave 
for the moſt part filtiticus.. 4, Wiſdom u juſtifi.d 
of her (hi'dren. 5. 1gnorance a great promoter 
of Irreligion: 6. Experience advanceth Piet. 
7. The Important matttrs of Religion are obvious 
fo the meaneſt of them which inquire after it, 
8. T he Dottrine sf the Goſpel abuſed by falſe Sup- 
poſitions. 9. Chriſtian Religion beſt known by 
Tryal. 10, The Duti:s and Vertnes of it every 
wa). more + grateful then the oppoſite Vices. 


I. A Mong thoſe many motives which 

our bleſſed Lord did frequently in- 
fiſt upon, to bring men ſo much #» love 
with themſelves, asthoſe were with whom 
he did converſe,to eſpouſe a Dodrine which 
engaged them tothe practice of ſuch Du- 
- ties Which ar firſt ſight ſeemed commer 
diftory to the deſign and ſcope whereuuto 
eheir preſent Inclinationscarried them; he 
propounds 
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propounds it to them as conſifkent with 
their preſent Intereſt, and containing in it 
nothipg repugnant to the common Senti- 
ments of Humane Nature , his yoat being 
eafie , and his burden light, *Tis ſuch a 
yoak which is lined through with a downie 
ſoftneſs, and doth nor ſer. 1 bur eaſe thoſe 
which take it upon,them. 'Tis a bardep , 
yet *tis no Solceciſm to ſay 'tis light; its 
Onw alarum : Letthe ballacerather be ac- 
counted the remora of the Ship, which 
it ſecures , 'then the burden which our 
Maſter impoſes te -thought heavy, to 


' the ſhoulders where it lies in irs greateſt 


weight. 

2,” Were Chriſtianiry attended upon 
with a numerous retinue of Incumbrances, 
which would diſturbe and unſettle the 
peaceable and harmonious temper and con- 
ſtitution of the Mind , the »rgleFers of it 
might with ſome colonratle-pretence of rea- 
ſon, attempt to juſtifie rheiv refuſal , ro 
ſubjc& themſelves ro the rigorous and ſe- 
vere injunions of that which would fo - 


=much retrexch that liberty and ſerenity 


about which they are ſo highly ſollicitows. 
| Bur 
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But Religion comes not to. prey.upon-our 
Peace, to. diſ[ciſe us of, our Rights , to. #x- 
waae our Priviledges , to betray us, to fer-. 
vility, or ingulf us imo a ſtate ;of trouble 
and -inquictude z or engage us unto.. {0 
cruel a Diſcipline as Sn des hath 1n- 
Rticured in the Pagan and Chriſtian, world 
for its Proſelytes to ſubmit to There, is 

* nothing contained in it. which offers any I} | 
violence to the faculties of the Mind, or can I 
. be rightly interpreted to the prejudice ofthe Þ| | 
Pody. : 
© 3. There. are no ſuch »ſuperable difi- NN 
eulties and inacceſible Alpes in the wayrto | 

Heaven, as the ſupine negligence of ſome I 

ſuggeſts unto them, who have made the } : 

'moit impoſſible rasks: to. be emblemes of I} | 

the Goſpel Precepts, and cry out the | 

burden of the Lord, the burden of the Lord, 
thonzh they do not ſo. much as touch ir 
with one of their fingers. The Lion in this 
way 15 not ſp fierce-as he is. painted ; rhere 
are no ſuch dreadful Apparitions, no ſach 
| © horrid Speftres and affrighting Mormoes. as 

* are. coxjur'd up by the power of a deluded 

Imagination - the difficulties which occurr, 

arc 


| 
Nv 


\j 


ON . 
are not half ſo,great asthey are repreſented) 
to be by. chem which look at the wrong 
\|codof thePerſpeRive. Theſe ſons of 4nak 
are not {q formidable as Suppolition makes 
them : The ſtory of thoſe great Giants is 
a Romaxiick- Fiction : Thele fiery Drrgons 
that watch the Garden, of the Heſperides 
are nowhere but ina Poetique Fable; Thoſe 
 Cemtanrs, &c, Which are {oterrible, arerhe 
Chimera's bf Atecming: Faricy , and have 
no other. þting then what. miſapprehenſiorr: 
doth confer upon them-' Mendo firſt draw 
the PidFore of, Religion with a ſad and: low 
ring Countenance, and then take occaſion to 
diſlike it ; diſeaiſt it with #ncouth nonons,' 
and fo. keep themſelves at a diſtance from 
it, and are terrified with a Y:z24rd of their 
own putting-on. They caſt a Mantle of 
Darkneſs upon the face of Light , and res 
preſent Religion to themſelves in the moſt 
averting form ; and no wonder if they be 
no otherwiſe affefed with it's they con</ 
clude there are many .hardſhips to be! un-' 
dergone, and great oppoſition to be over- 
come, and ſo give themſelves'a Writ of Eaſe 
from the purſance of it, withour any further 
inquiry 
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inpuiry into the nature of it, making an 
excuſe of their own /landers and jealouſies: 
doubtleſs ſuch which. crigsinate Religion as 
uneaſie, and except againſt it as harſh/and 
rigorous, are ſuch as never give themſelves 

the trouble to jsſtifie or condemn their 
tears, by experiencing whether they were 
true or falſe ; bur paſs a ſevere ſentence 
upon it, without any other evidence then 
the teſtimony of its greateſt Adverſary, 
and their degenerate Nature"ſuborned by 
him ; never appealing to their own Rea- 
ſox , nor putting it to a tryal of Senſe, 
either of which would anſwer their Ob- 
jeRions, lilence their 'clamours , confute 
their fears, and windicate Religion from 
that ſourneſs and moroſeneſs of which it 
is impeached, and make its unjuſt Fudzes 
become- powerful Adverates to plead its 
ealineſs, pleaſantneſs and delireableneſs, 

4. 'Iis mens want of acquaintance 
with Religion deceives them] into a miſ- 
belick concerning the converſable and 
acceptable narure of- ir z to all that know 
ir, it appears very aimable- and attractive 3 
*tis mens T2ncrance Of it is the _— of 

cir 
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their want of devotion to it, The mean» * 
ing of the matchleſs Spencer is apparent, 
in making 1gn4rs Porter to the Caſtle of 
the Impoltureſs Dueſſs, Wiſdom i jnſbified 
of all her Children, they riſe up and call ber 
bleſſed; Letthe Brats of Folly and Dark- 
neſs calumniate never ſo ſtrongly , when 
men take no other view of Religion then . 
what they have through the Devils Opricks, 
'tis no news:to hear them ſpeak of it as 
difficult , and decline the purſuit of" it as 
not worth their while ; but to him thar 
hath ſeen it in its native excellency and 
beauty, and undetſtands the worth and im- 
portance of it, the greateſt labour imployed 
about it, is a kind of recreative divertiſe- 
ment, and nothing that conduceth to it 
eſteemed a difficulty. 

5. What except [gnor arice and Oſcitancy 
could infuſe .into mens minds, ſuch permi- 
ctows prejudices concerning Virtue and Pie- 
ty, As 15 too-apparent. in the fatel confſe- 
quences ? - What other cauſes can; be-aſ- 
figned of that Irreligion' and Immorality, 
which is ſo Epidemical, if theſe be denyed?> 
Whar elſe could beger ſuch praFical.Con- 
| ir adifFions 


TY » Hot © . F 'S, | 
| "traditions in reaſonable creatures , and 
Make them Antipodes to themſelves > How 
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paſſionarely do 'men /anguiſh and ſvſpire 
afterlife, yer how importunarely do/they 
Fonre the embraces of death > *Ar how ff © 
great a value do' men pretend” they prize | 
the bleſſings of Eternity, and the Happinehs || ? 
of the World to come, yer fel[themat the || * 
ovileſt rate, and exchange their 'Salvarion | 
for-a Fenny ? What kindneſs do men pro- || | 
fels they have to their Souls, and how ſel: || * 
Ticitous will they ſeem to be to procure |} 
their welfare, when'in the mean time rhey ) 
will forfeit all-their happineſs ro grarifie a ||. 
ſeniſual deſire,” atid expoſe them to eternal || 
miſery for a" -oment of pleaſure? Speak 
with moſt-men; they will rel us', the end 
of thejr being here is to glorifie and enjoy 


' God awffbrepare themſelves for an'In- || 


How unbecomine theſe contradiftions*are 


herithnce'in the future life, when all theit 
i&tohs proclaim. them wholly immerſt in 
this preſent world :- and all their deſigns 
levell'd' ar thefe ſublunary vanities; as # 
their hoſes ſhonld continue for ever , an 

their dwelling place unto all '\generations, 


C 


thole 
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thoſe ative intelleQual and generous pow» 
ers of their Souls, the labour of reflection 
will inform chem 

6. Did men enquire into! :and nagky: | 


experience of the bleſſings of Religion, and” 


lay aſide thoſe prejudices wherewith their” 
jenorance and idleneſs hath ::prepoſſe ſed 
them, *touching its rrouble and 'difticulty*, 
we ſhould findithe foundation \which ſup» 
ports. the Kingdomiot Darkneſs razed, and 
he tents of wickedneſs made deſolate im 
a moment, Religion looks upon us with'a 
ſerene and pleaſant Aſpect ; "erigagerh 'vs 
to cope with no-power. ſ0i great z-as'1h764> 
tens. S# deſpair of ViRtoly 5 puts us upon n© 
za5sk- which ſhall: frafirate ſedulous 'endea- 
vours z- it gives afiſtance-proportionable'to 
ics commands ,: and 'allpws$aw oaks 
to make the number f Bricks it. ExaQts 
from us, 

-7, The Fundenteagii Truths of Chriſtiaz 
Religion are-4afit' and tnreliigible, and its 
moſt imporrant'Datits. fedfible';, acquain- 
tance with Philoſophical DiſtintHons, Sch. 


luftical "Notions, thin and airy Speculations / | 


ae: nor Eſſentsab-toia Chriſtians” a little 
Theory 
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' . Theory is a ſufficient Baſis toraile a large 
 Srructreof Piery upon, Religion, as Eraſ- 
mus complains, is become now res 4nge- 
wieſa; as if it were intended more for to 
exerciſe our wits then regslate our lives ; 
and wer? rather to ſcratch mens Itch: of 
Diſputartion , then advance erue Devotion, 
and to furniſh them with Diſcourſe ,7and 
not better their Converſe : But the Doftine 
of our Saviour is deſigned to more noble 


| and glorious ends. 'tis to inſinuate an 


heavenly natare into the minds of men, 
and effeQually to ingrattate the Precepts 
of Virtue, and to propegare Goodneſs in 
the World 3 and thoſe preview diſpoſi- 
tions which are indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
the minds; of men to. be qualified with, 
for the entertainment of. this ſacred Do- 
Qrine, are not a /arge ſtock of humane learn- 
ing and natural abilities, but au 4»-zble and 
p«cate compoſure of ſoul. | 
- * $.. The ſuper ficies of the Goſpel, at firſt 
fight preſents us with ſo much Truth as 
is needful to «(her.in Vertue, though. we 
| ſhould never dig into the bowels of, this 


ſures 


golden Mine, and find our thoſe richeree 
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ſures which are hidden there, We do much 
abuſe our ſelves and injure the Doctrine of 
our Salvation, by framing ſuch 74e's of. it, 
as are no way correſpondent to the nature 
of ir, viz. ſuppoſing ir to be folded up ih 
ſome inexplicable myſteries, and ſhadowed 
over- with clouds of thick: Darkneſs , or 
ſublimated into ſuch thin and volatile no- | 
tions', as are- too ſubtil for the ken of 
Vulgar Underſtandings : Whereasthe wiſe 
Legiſlator of the "Goſpel , ( parden the 
Solzciſm ) hath- promeulzated it in ſo con+ 
deſcending a manner, that the meaneſt of 
thoſe who are concerned in it, -may be 
ſoon Doors, of what doth immediately 
relate to their Obedience, Who is fo 1dio- 
tical as to ignore the meaning of theſe and 
the like moſt neceſſary and important 
truths, Without faith it s impoſſible 10 
pleaſe God; Without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord : That God hath ſhewed-thee 
0 man what u good * and Pang _ we 
Lord requgre of thee," bit 'to do juſtly, and 
to love mo and 'walk Hh thy 
God,&c > All che Principal and Fundamen- 
tal Truths of Religion/are writ in ſo fair a 

charaRer, 
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Chara&ter, that he that runs may read them, 
and he that reads may wnderſtand them, 
God ſpeaks not to us in the langnage of 
Eternity, but as the Hebrews. frequently 


expreſs it , Z2I1R 122 probs with the ſÞ 


zongue'df the ſons of men; he hath graciouſly 
accommodated his ſpeeches to the lowef 
capacities , fitted truths of Scripture to the 
loweſt underſtandings': We need not go 
to a Seer to enquire what its moſt impor- 
rant expreſſions ſignifie , they ſhine fo 
. cleerly in their own Bieht : The oracles of 
God ſpeak not ambignouſly as the Pagan 
Oracles, whoſe ſayings might be interpre- 
ted to contrary ſenſes 3 and thoſe which 
conſul;ed them left in ſuſpence to which 
conſtrution they ſhould give credit , till 
oftentimes the fatal events decided its. As 
the conſpicuow and eminently. apparent 
| Stars are ſufficient to dire? the Mariner 
which way he is to ſteer his courſc, though 
many of the lefler magnitude cannot | be 
diſcerned without the advantage of a Tt- 
leſcope; fo thoſe bleſſed Truths which- arc 
necellary for the government and regulating 


of our ations , are clear and wiſble to 3 
aim 
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dim eye, though there: be: ſome collateral 
Truths, which are not ſo neerly allied unto 
Piety, intimated in the Goſpel, -which are 
Jvrrinre, hard tobe underſtood, and fall not 


* under the cogniſance of every ordinary In- 


eclle&, but, may be, prove 200 hard for the - 
reateſt Linguiſt, Crijick, or Scholaftich, to 
(aifie himſelf , or others in, as might be 
evidenced by many Inſtances, were it 'not a 
digreſſion. 

9. The Truths of Chriſtianity are rather 
adapted to Senſation then Speculation; our 
Sentient faculties do acquaint us with more 
of the nature of true Religion, 'then- our 
Noetical can arrive to; *'tis better under- 
ſtood by a lively rafte and relliſh , then by - 
any artificial deſcription, The manner of 
the Goſpel diſpenſation/as well as its deſign, 
argues all thoſe to whom it is propounded, to 
be capable of receiving the benefits promiſed 
in it, and diſcharging the duty required-in 
order thereunto. Religious Duties were 
never yet found ſo p_ with difficukies 
as to defer any Probationer from becomin 
a Yotary; Whoever eſpouſed her {ued ont 
a Bill of divorce? Thoſe Exerciſes to 

G 2 which 
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* which:it doth engage us. are to invigorate 
and to quicken-the' Soul, and to breath out 
- thoſe. noxious fumes , which are ſo apt to 
weaken and diſtemper it 3 and becomes a 
ſoveraign Antidote againſt thoſe Diſeaſes to 

which Idlcneſs —_— it. 
; 10.\.Let. wicked men compare but thoſe 
real difficulties: wherewith the ways of ſin 
are: 4pcumbred, - with thoſe imaginary ones 
which they have ſet in the way of Vertue, 
to{affright themſelves our of ir, and they 
will upon the andit of the account ſoon rer 
nounce their preſent opinion; fo obviow 
15 it, that every Yertue is more facile and 
caſte then its oppoſite YVices : What torment 
© 4S| their in Lowe? What trouble in the 
eoxc0mitants of Faith, vi. Joy and Peace? 
. . What wroyg is their in forgiving an Injury, 
and. forbearing Revenge ? What weight in 
the bearing Evil with Patience ? what prejz- 
gice'is there {uſtained by Moderation? where 
doth Hamility preſs, or Truth and Sincerity 
aggrieve 7 Doth Contentment diſquier and 
perplex> Do the gentle Dowve-like breas 
thiags of the bleſſed Spirit raiſe ſtorms and 
tempeſts > Doth the hope of Eternal Hap: 
7 pinels 
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pineſs,/nterrupt pleaſure and-delight > Doth 

an entire reſignation of a-mans ſelf, and all 

his concernments, to the goodneſs and wiſe- 

dom of Gods Providence, anda peaceable 

acquieſcence in his diſpenſations to him, be- 

tray to any inconveniences > what- doth 

God require of us, or do unto us, which. 
| can give us any juſt cauſe, to complain of 
|| any hard «ſage or crael dealing > which of 
| his Zaws could we defire ſhould be. abro- 

| garedand repeal'd, as burdenſome and pre- 

judicial ? 
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Cna?, VIII. 


1. The Aſperities of Chriſtianity more eligible then 
Senſual Diſſolutions. '2. An Indattion of ſume 
Vices which are more difficult then the oppoſite 
Vertnes. 3+ There ts a Moral power in Cuſtoms en- 
gageth men to ſin, 4. The beginning of Religion ts 
not wrdinarily viry grateful. 5. Tn its progreſs it 
appears e-fie and rational. G6. -The Proleptical 
Notions of cur minds atteft its Equity and Ne- 
ceſſity. 7. Theprincipal parts of it, Faith and 
Love, conſtnant to our Natural Diftates, 


I, He Devil as great a Liar as he 1s, 
did never yetcenſure the commands 
of Meekneſs, Love, Temperance, Content- 
ment, &c, Every vertue hath that inſepa- 
rable ſweetneſs adhearing to it, which ren- 
ders itnot only eaſe, ; bur alſo pleaſent, and 
makes it not only light , but a delight to 
thoſe noble & generous ſouls which live in 
the pr:Rice of it, The denial of our ſelves, 
the ſaſceprion of the Croſs, the maceration of 
the Fleſh, the renuntiatios of the World, 
which are che moſt irkſome Duties, wing 
wit 
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wich-Chriſtianiry is charged , and carry in 
them the greateſt repuguancy to the Incli- 
nations of ſoft and tender natures , put- 
ting into the account that 7n1imate pleaſure 
| which is #ncorporared into them, and that 
- | conſtant ſerenuy which reſults from them, 
- | are rather pleaſureable divertiſements, then 
- | oppreſſing employmenrs, and arguments of 
a magnanimous and heroick Soul , which 
; | bath ſubdued it (elf rothe Lvine will, and 
_ || lives above the delights of Senſe, pleaſing 
d 


it ſelf more in ſerving the pleaſure of the * 


Almighty, chen in the indulging its natural 

and vitious propenfions ; ſo that even theſe 
, | reputed feverities, and harſh injunttions, 
s U| are ivfinitely more eligible, then the rade- 
- | reſſes and diſſolutions of a {enſual lite. _ 
- 2, Every Vice labours under its own im- 
- | perfections ; there is no (inful habir nor in- 
d || ordinate Paſſion, which purs nor'the minds 
0 || of-men, to undergo more labour and: tra- 
n | vel ro prarifie ir, then is neceſſary” for the 
s | 4cquiſt and exerciſe of a wertwowe diſpoſi- 
xf £ tion: | He that is of a malicious and envi- 
, | ous temper, makes himſelf miſerable, becauſe. 
he cannor make others ſo, and ſucks Poyſon 
187 G 4 Our 
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out of thoſe Flowers wherewith others are 
adorned : when on the contrary , he which 
is poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of #niverſal love, 
pleaſeth himſelf in the proſperity of others, 
and in a ſenſe ſhares of that good which they 
enjoy, and thus partakes of Happineſs in 
common with the whole. world :- Intempe- 
.rance makes men nanſeate and diſguſt thoſe 
pleaſures they are ſo ravenow after; when 
Moderation in the uſe of lawtul and natural 
pleaſures , , makes them gratefal and detira- 
ble : Coverouſneſs engageth its Proſelytes to 
be perpetually ſacrificing to a luſt which can- 
not be ſatisficd,though all the Minesof Pers 
and Gold of 0pbir were conſecrated to it ; 
bur Concentment heals this Bond-mar, and 
charms the Soul into a quict repoſe, under 
thoſe circumftances of affairs which Provi- 
dence. appoints 3 and: he qnly that is_ghus 
ſatisfied,. can boaſt himſelf a Sox of Wiſe- 
dom, which hath attained that E{pxir turns 
all to ; Gold, Ambition 'ris a+ rack: on 
which men greedy of applauſe torture them- 
ſelves; their heads lie t90 bigh to {lcepiwell, 
and. their very /{ambezs. are diſturb'd- by 
dreams of Honour ; they look for reſt in 
aZitation, 
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agitation , and Paxther like, leap at this 
poylonous Aconite till they burſt; He that 
{tuctes Revenge , and travels with the ac- 
compliſhment of a miſchievous purpoſe , if 
he frame not an engine which doth imme- 
diately recoil upon himſelf, (hall certainly 
be moleſted by ſuch future regret and 
anxieties, which will more -then preponde- 
rate the {weetneſs of Revenge. How free 
from all ſuch ſol[icirades are rhe ſpirits of 
thoſe men which are of a benign and 06- 
liging diſpoſition, and ready to gratifie and 
engage all men by an affable and courteous 
demeanour | To inftance in every particular 
grace and vertue, would be to prevent the 
Readersthoughrs, which may readily fur- 
niſh' him with the ſame notions of thoſe 
other vertues and vices which 1 have not 
ſuggeſted, 

3. Were there not fo great a moral 
power in Cuſtom, and an averſeneſsin men 
to the” relinquiſhment of that to which 
they have been habiruated, men could nor 
rebel ſo- much againſt” the Laws of Reaſop, 
as to give themſelves up to the tyranical 
Impoſitzeas of their brutifh luſts, — 
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the labour which they undergo in their a&- 
ing of them, and pains they (uffer after z t9 
this the Prophet refers, Can the «Athiopian 
change hu skin,or the Leopard bis ſpots ?, then 
may you that are accuſtomed 10 evi learn to 
as well, 
4. It muſt be conceded, that true Reli- 
gion is not eaſic to fleſh and blood, Luſt 
will be very importunate to be-gratified ; 
there will be a repitency againſt Selt-denial 
and Mortification ; the o/d man will be urg- 
ing for his accoſt and farezthe Seuſative Ap- 
petite will at firſt eſpecially be ſoliciting to 


be indulged. The ſtrong man armed will not 


preſently quir his houſe, and peaceably ſur- 
render untothe ſummons of Religion z there 
is need of a great power to beat him out 
of all his Fernfications. Abraham was un- 
' willing, though che Father of the fairhful, 
that the bond-woman and her ſon ſhould 
be caſt out, The women will be weeping 
for Tammuz. The right-hand cannot be cut 
off and cali away without ſome relnttancy ; 
- yet. men to prevent a "Gaugrene Will conde- 
ſcend to Ampatation, The method pre- 
{crized by the Goſpel Phyſirian , for the 

; healing 
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healing the diſtempers of Humane Nature, 
engageth men to ſuch a diet as is not 
acceprable to an Inordinate Appetite. The 
New-birth is not accompliſhed without ſome 
throws, The Devil will rage when diſ- 
poſſeſs'd. The peccant humeurs cannot be 
evacuated without ſome gripings 3 and the 
corroſives applyed to. the proud fleſh will 
occaſion ſmart : © *Tis ſome pain to rack 
« and fetch the fleſh from ofthe /ees, to ra- 
© rifie and attenuate the ſpirits #ncraſſate 
© by vitious dier, as the learned. Dr. Hams 
© mend (peaks. The whole body of ſin can« 


*© not be carried out: to its funeral withour 


* being: condoled by the brutiſh part, When 
the old man breaks up houſe ; there are 
many retainers tothe family are lothto pars, 
and will pretend a title from preſcriprion, 
Thoſe thar have liked Satans ſervice fo well, 
as to have given him leave to bore their ears, 
its an argument of their approbation of it, 
will at firſt take ir ill of chem, which ſhall 
perſwade: them - ro change therr: Maſter , 
whom they ſo much delight in. And fay of 
Chriſt as thoſe in the Goſpel, We will noe 
bave' this tman to reign over 9. The dull 
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Aſs, as Luther ityles corrupt Nature, can- 
not endure to be laden. + Thoſe ſeditious 
Luſts and Paſfions, which have ſo long bore 
{way in the 'minds of degenerate men, will 
be molding Faftions and Combinations 
ainſt the Soveraiznty and Dominion of 
Reaſon and Religion, and twill be: ſome 
difficulty to repeal every law of the mem- 
bers, The firſt Scene of this New-life ap- 
pears'Tragical, and there is an aptneſs to 
draw back-upon the entrance into the Har- 
neſs ; before the v:tzated Palat be reſtored 
to its proper temperament, it taſtes no 
ſweecnels in-the hidden Manna ; the Onions 
and Garlike of Egypt are as {avoury, De- 
praved Nature calls Darkneſs Light ; and 
Light Darkneſs. 
 $.. Thar there ſhould-be any eaſineſs in 
the bearing thar yoke , which is to bridle 
the wildnels of an unruly Appetite, is a Pa- 
radex to all ſuch which have nor ſubmitted 
to it ; bur a certain and known truth to all 
who have had experience of both Eftates, 
and 'tis ro ſtand or fall according to the:ſuf- 
frage of ſo competent Judges. Thoſe who 
converſe with true Religion moſt familiar- 


ly, 
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ly, do not complain of any burdenſom tasks 
and uneaſy (ſervices, 'tis a weight to them 
who are weak through ſinful infirmities, and 
painful only to ſuch who /abour under their 
own #aleneſs, Tis eafie to the more noble 
part of Man; every way correſpondent to 


thoſe powers wherewith our rational- Sou)s 


are endowed, *Tis not cooked: for a vitiews 
Palat, or gratifie the unbounden /icoriſhpeſs * 
of a-depraved Appetite : 'Tis not to treat 
our brutiſh aud. inordinate defires, with 
thoſe varieties which they affe@ ; bur 'ris 
to entertain our 4xgelick faculties, with 
ſuch deiicacies as are agreeable to their ſpi- 


ritual nature, Nothing more ealie and ge- . | 


nuine to ſanTified Nature and wndiſtorted 
Reaſon, nor more (atisfatory to the minds 
of men free from the Impolitions of Lufſts 
and Paſſions, then ro worſhip their Creator, 
and endeavour to pleaſe him by an entire 
devotion of themſelves: to ſuch a&ions as 
are conſonant unto his holy Will. To give 
honour to whom honour & due, fear to whom 
fear, and to love our BenefaRors, and them 
that love us, is currant coin all the world 
over ; the Publicans the worlt of __— 

| thus; 
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thus ; and to be deficient in this, is at) argu- 


ment of greater ſortiſhneſs and ſtupidity , 
then is to be found in Bruits ; for, The 
Oxe knows 'his Owner, and the Aſs bis Mt 
ſters crib, | 

6. By the rennnciation of Religion, men 
recede from the laws of their being , © and 
walk in contradi&ion to their very na« 
tures : There are thoſe anticipations in our 
minds, which do atreſf not only the 
equity , but the meceſity of it too, In or- 
der to the attainment of the ſupreme good ; 
ſo that if men offer no violence to their 
faculties, they will naturally condu& them 
to ſuch apprehenſions of the Divine Wiſ- 
wom, Power and Goodneſs, as are proper to 
in{inuate that Afiznce, Love and Reverence, 
which if regwlared, and improved accot- 
ding to Goſpel Revelation, will be effectual 
through the grace of God, to bring men to 
everlaſting Happineſs. 

7, Man as bad as he is, is not ſo far 
degenerate, as not to acknowledge | the 
wayes of Fire , in many reſpe&ts more 
 advyantagiows and leſs burdenſow, then thoſe 

of Fice ; to this the Heathen Moraliſts, Epi- 
 fetw, 


me Own a wn 5 Go i @ 3a io. £m cz win  oovecza Dc ca mmm c..wvSuS ao a=. an. 


a wc 1% _2 


(95) 
Hers, Seneca, Plnterch, &c, give in their te- 
ſimony, and the Conſcience of every mat 
is a witneſs, Chriſtian Religion , if we 
view it in the Epitome , viz, Faith, and 
Love, evinceth it's own excellency. Whar 
more rational then to give up our Un- 
derſtandings , to the belzef of thoſe Truths 
which challenge afſent upon ſuch #nque- 
fionable evidence ? ' What more conſonant 
to Humane Nature then to love that 
which is every way amiable and affeRing > 
God becauſe of his abſolute PerfeQion and 
infinite Beauty, being «lrogether lovely, 
and becauſe of his relative Goodneſs and 
conſtant Beneficence to us, he that loves 
not God for his Excellency, is leſs then a 
Man ; he that loves him not for his Kind- 
neſs, is worſe then a Bell : If the apprehen- 
fions of his tranſcendent glory work not 
upon our Reaſons; if the ſexſe of his 
bounty and mercy work not upon our #nge- 
nuity , 'tis to0 infallible an argument that 
we live Excommunicate from our own Ne+ 
tres , and that our demeanour 15 incon- 
iſtent with thoſe Principles which give 
us a 7ight to tle title of Humanity, Love 

cis 
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tis part of that homage and quit-rent that 
we.owe to him i» whom we live, and move 
and have our beings ; and is it not fit that 
he. which plants a Vineyard ſbould eat of 
the fruit of it? To love God is not foff , 
much a duty as priviledge , Salvation and 
eternal glory cxm—_—_ chiefly in the con- 
ſummation of Divine Love z and *ris difh- 
cult to determine, whether he that is deſti- 
tute of this bleſſed grace lies under greater 
fin or puniſhment, 
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in his,” ehat — kinds of things are = 
ed withſach Natures and Principles 


they areappoinred'; and in that > wich 
goverened by ſuchlaws'as are ſair bio co 
the natures at firſt #planted in them. The 
moſt jniverfal Principle is Self-preſervati- 
0n,i1-man'a rarianal agent, 'tis accompanied 
with 'a-- frong deſire after a ſtare of ha 
neſs, and this predominares all cthers, which 
eaper "appetite of 'good is fo. inidmately 
wiſted-imohim, that he can affoon diveſt 
H himſelf 
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himſelf of his being ,. as of his deſire of 
-beingbappy. Seif-tove propeſerth happineſs 
as. the laſt end. of Man, and he is under no 
liberty of ſuſpending his deſires thereunts, 
but doth ſo necelivctly , and.can do no 
otherwiſe, as. is evident in all men, who 
 eagetly- chace-that , in the- attainment of 
which -they apprehend happineſs is to be 
enjoyed ; and becauſe they are nor, firml 
"convinced, that their chick felicity confiſter 
in the favour of God, therefore do they fall 
in love with painted beauties , grow fond 
; of appearances,,,and, court whatſgever hath 
the ſhadow and fernb/azct wf good, and arc 
tolt . wich the; v&ewment motions, of Love 
and ,Delire, through all the falſe 'glozing 
rexcellencies of, this world, finding-no ob- 
Je, which'can, bear any properizom.to their 
_ 4ndigence and neceſSities, Whereas if they 
. were, certainly, perſyaged that this happi- 
"nels. which they, are ;{oficirowe; $0; Procum, 
;d<&d. conGiſt. in*the fruition of ;God-, alone, 
they, muſt as: readily. love aad deſire him, 
bh Hungry ,men car.,.or the thirſty arin 
.and. prefer him, unto all-rhings wharſoeve 
may challenge a place in their affeQion 
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and't6'diref# and ſer aright, not eradicate) 
this natttral inclination, is the deſign of the 
Goſpel. cndench " 
"2, AS the Loveof God contains nothing 
in ir; which carries not the greateſt con- 
gruity to the underſtandings and minds of 
men" ſo-neithet dorh' that love of others 

which 'the Goſpel enhjoyns , include an 
thing which'is not highly rational , benef 
cial and agreeable to the ingenuity of man- 
kind, *and can be diſſatisfaRory only to 
thoſe which have exchanged' the zarnre of 
Man for that of Panther and Tygey , and 
0 proclaim open war againſt their own ſpe- 
<q cies, That golden rule of our Saviours, That 
ol whatſoever we wonld' that men ſhould do 
Ml woto ws, that we ſhould do 1othew, is to 
"x mind us to att ip pryſvance of thoſe Prin- 
JF ciples which- are deeply radcated,in our 
Souls, Can it be called burdenſ@ and 
unreaſonable, ro bear che ſame” affe&ion 
to' aribthet, which 1 Would have him, bear 
to'ne Þ to pug. may ſoul in his ſeuls fea, 
as Fob NR” 4 to pa pet under 
thofe circumſtances which atrend him, and 
cliathing thy ſelf with his condition, de- 
| H 3 mean 
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mean my ſelf towardshim, as I ſhould be 
heartily willing to be: dealc wirbal., ,were 
the ſcene changed, and he in thart, ſlate 
wherein Iam z exa&irg no- more; of him 
then in ſuch acaſe I my.ſelf would, sllow ? 
conlidering that as he-1s 'in the world, ſo 
am I ;- that we participate of. che ſame na- 
ture, thatthe ſawre: blood runs in; both, 6ur 
wve'ns , that we are fleſh of one. :anathers 

eſh, and bone of one anothers bone, and 

ve the ſame relative cbligations to all 
aQts of curiefie and charity , being, of the 
ſame original and* extraRtion , obnoxious 
ro the ſame* caſualties, ſubject ro the ſame 
paſſions, cloathed with the ſame infirmiries, 
Mreightned by rhe. ſame neceſſities, and 
capable ' of the ſame. glorious felicity 
Whar greater inducement can. there be 
eo love, then ſo much likeneſs and, ſemili- 


tude 2. "i ans 
—_- \ Vharſoever, circumſtances can Con» 
cur to ma © any : avs effetugl and. At» 
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neceſſiy of the things: commanded, -heir'76; | 
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14ble gh and ſoveraign atithoricy of. the 


Legiflsror ro impoſe them ;, their commen- 
dattow as eligible by ſach which, have' lived” 
undet the 'power of them; the greateſs of 
that reward which is conſequent npon the 
obſervance of them \,. and the woderation 
of the ' rigowr of all penal Statutes by a 
Conyt of Chancery), ' candidly interpreting, | 
and favourably accepting the ſincere endea- 


vours'of ' all rhboſe which cordially apply 


themſelves to rhe” performance of them , 
withour any ſevere adminiſtrations againſt 
any offenders, except'them which by their 
own ot ftinacy render themſelves #ncapable 
of the grace and mercy which is offered 
therein. 

4.” To'give an exa& account wich what 
pleaſure; and cafe, alacrity and adivity 
ſome run the ways of Gods Commandemgnts, 
is beyond anothers power, VWho knows 
what abundance* of joy and ſtrength may 
be communicated. to holy men by the Di- 
vine' Spirit > or how their Souls” may be 
enlarged in their addreſſes to God! A 
ſtranger intermeddles not withthis joy 3 nor 
can-one acquainted with its natute know 
| H 3 its 
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its extent, and determine its meaſure, ,,But 
to this every Saint ſubſcribes his. Probatan 
eff, that is s good for 10 draw neax.to-Ged 
. and that the /ntrodu&ion to eternal blef: 
ſedneſs, is more eafie and (ati to 
vertuous and gracious ſouls, then are thoſe 
paths of carnal pleaſsre which vain men ſo 
'much delight in, that lead to the chambers 
' of death, Though men may hear mach of 


of Chriſt, yet the half of it cannot be told 
chem, when they come to experience what 
the xen5s means, and figd how gracious, 
benign, good and profitable a yoke it is, 
then will they cry out concerning it, as the 
Queen of Shebs did of the wiſdom of S9- 
lomon, The report that 1 have heard s tree, 
but the one half of it was not declared 1 
we, Though men hear never ſo much of 
the excellency of Religion, their experience 
will acquaint them with more then relation 
can make out. | 
Three things I ſhall inſiſt on, which much 
contribute towards the facilitating the com- 
mands of the Goſpel, 1. Their Agrecable- 
neſs to our Reaſons, 2. The Afiſtance 7 


the caſineſs, and delightfulneſs of the yoke || 
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Spirit. 3. The Afſurance of q Reward. 
a congruiiy to.0ur natures;are founded upon 
ſuch immutable reaſons as our Underſtand- 
ings can, readily affenr: to 3 they have 'in 
them an-#ntrinſick and {ſential goodneſs, 


and borrow not their obligation/ meerly 


from their -.1»j#ndien ', bur are to be 
reckoned with thoſe - things which '' are 


| commanded becauſe 'they are 'good 3 


not them which 'are good only * be-+ 
cauſe they are commanded 3 under the 
Moſaical diſpenſation God made | greater 
uſe of his Soveraignty, the greateſt number 
of thoſe Laws being Symb:lical and Cere- 
monial, having only a Pofitive goodneſs 
depending upon the command ; they were 


not founded upon watural reaſons, bur were 


purely arbitrary; and the reaſon of them 
could be reſolved only into the Seweraign 
will and pleaſure of the Almighty, there 
being. no obligation antecedent to the com- 
mands,: the matter of the Precepts bein 

deſtitute of any real and internal a; 
and had only ſuch which was relative, and 
in order to ſome higher end, Hence 'the 
| H 4 greateſt 
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greateſt part of:thoſt Preceptsare-enforced 
by.this reaſon, :4\pm.gbe. Lord ; 'imimating 
his Legiſlative Authoriy to be the ground 
of their Obedience. Beſides thoſe!two ' Po- 
fertye. Auties of Divine Inſtiturion;;* which 
conſidering the.lapſe.of man, and the good- 
neſs of God; are. accommodate to our ne- 
ceſlties , the holy Sacraments: * All + the 
commands of the Goſpel concernthe diffe- 
rence of good and evil; rhey have 'their 
foundation in the Nature of God, and are 
imitations of the Divine PerfetFions , and 
have an innate tendency to rhe perfecting 
of our natures , the | equity of them eaſily 
diſcerned, and their accommodation to their 
end: readily apprehended. The matter of 
the. Precepts recommends them to our ob- 
, ſervance; the Laws there preſcribed, being 
founded upon ſuch conſiderations as we arc 
naturally affteQed withal ; that which is thus 
conſonant to the Principles of our nature, 
will be found more eaſie to be performed 
then thoſe poſitive Laws which ſcem to be 
given only proimperis, The firſt tranſgrel(- 
flion was of ſuch a command that was 
meerly arbitrary , whoſe goodneſs did'de- 


pend 


; 
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pehd'6n the will of God 3, not ofa law com 


mended from any natural reafon. 


6, Unleſs we will abjure our humanity, 
and call our ſelves by ſome other name then 
that of Man; we cannot. complain” of the 
yoke of Chriſt as turJenſome” and oppreſ* 
frue's "tis by interpreration ro 14x the Al- 
mighty of :3r4nny and cruelty in _ 
us to live conformable to our nature; whic 
is no more then this, that we which are 
reaſonable creatures ſhould a& according 
to the d:Fares of our reaſons , and live up 
ro the heighth of our beings, which. is the 
univerſal notion and agreement of man- 
kind. Whoſcever will conſult with his 
own foul, and attend to the deliberate de- 
bates thereof, concerning thoſe terms upon 
which he ſtands in this life in relation to 
a future ſtate, will admire and adore the 
indulgence and benignity of of gracious a 
Law-giver, in impoling no other Lews 
then thoſe which bave ſo much» agreeable- 
neſs to Our natures, as to catry in 
themſelves ſuch. weighty and forcible mo- 
tives as arc effediual to engage us to the 
obſervance of them, nct only withour 
complaint 
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complaint and relu&ancy, but alſo. with an 
high meaſure of eafineſs and complacency, 
Upon this account the: Apoſtle Ryles wicked 
men, $ Theſ, 3. 2, #nw, abſurd and un- 
reaſonable, ſuch whom.no Topicks can 
prevail upon, and Epheſ. 2, 2, v1 amuvilg, 

| ſens of unperſwaſibleneſs, whom no reaſon 
can fatisfie and convince. 
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I, God nigh at hand in the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit 10 all ſuch which deſire it, 2, He 
bath provided relicf ſuitable ' t0 that 
infirmity our degenerate ſtate hath brought 
upon . 3. The difficulty ſuppoſed 16 
be in Religion ariſeth from our on de- 
ficiency, 4. Aſſnrance. of. future Happi- 
neſs animates the Soul to encounter any h4- 
gards, 5. Rational Agents encreaſes their 
ſtrength proportionable 10 the conſider ation 
14 their end, 6, Temptation 10 Sin not 
v ſirong , but encowagement to- Vertue 
greater. 7, An bappy end reconciles men 
10 the love of the means which. condace to 
it, though otherwiſe abharred, $. Religion 
abſirait from preſent and future pleaſure 
would have few Proſelytes, 9g. *Tis the 
nature. of Hope te encourage men to de-. 
fert - little for the preſent in hope of 4 
great reverſion, 10, Our defigning onr 
own Happineſs —_— with owr making 
Gods Glory onr chiefeſt end. 11. Cod. 
| aſeth 


(108) 
wſeth all rational methods to bring Man 
to Heaven, 12, Fear in its own nature 
apt to be effefFual thereunto. 13, The 
Promiſes of the Goſpel appropriated ts the 
-. warioxs diſpoſitions of men, ' © 


1, C Econdly, The afliſtance of the Spirit 
i )+makes the. commands , -if a burden, 
ealie 'to' be bor God leaves nothing of 
himſelf forlorn and deſtirute,but cheriſheth 
and aids it with the:continval influences of 
his grace ; He doth mot break the bruiſed 
reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax , nor 
deſprſe the day of ' ſmall things : His Power 
is always imployiug it (clf in the promotion 
of Picty among the children of men. God 
is at hand to ſccond anv that ſer themſelves 
in. oppolition to: the Power of Darknels ; 
and where he 1s the reſerve , there is no 
forlern,” It was no haughty ſtrain of arro- 
gance in the Apoſtle St. Pasl, ſpeaking of 
himſelf, mir tagn, Phil, 4.13. I am able 
far all thinzs through Chriſt which ſtreng- 
theneth me; andthe ſame Apoſtle Petitt- 
ons for the ſame a/mighrineſs: ro be vouch- 
ſaked ro the Coloſpans, Colof, 1, 12: 
| Strengthened 


(109) 
Strengthened with all might according to 
bis eloriows power, The Spirit of the Goſpel 


is ſiyl'd the Spirit of Power, and is always 


ready and able ro help, our infirmities 3 and 
when we, are foil'd,by . cemptations, .. 'tis 
not .for want of power to oppoſe, them 
with z, 'tis, not becauſe the weapons of: our 
warfare are not mighty. through God 10 pre- 
wail againſt them ;, but becauſc ,we betray 
our {clves.,..calt away. our armour., and 
deliver our glory 1119 captiitty, .and our 
ſtrength into the enemies hands, Wherefore 
ſhould..Man plead weakneſs, and; charge 
all his ſin upon the impotence of his nature ? 
when. Godattcads /upon. him with ſaffctens 
grace, and is never. wanting to him. which 
(crioully. ſecks. his aſſiltance,. bur makes his 
P.wer perfet in mans greateſt weakpels, 
Men lie; not under any: 2hyſocal.. infirmiry 
whereby they are diſabſd for the diſcharge 
of their duticsz, their\bangs re ups Bound, 
mor are, their , fret. put. {n1a Sengrs z the 
perverſne(s and. contumacy, of. their wills is 
the owly: impedimens.., by, which, "ay. are 
hindred, from. che ,performance; of. chem-3 
and how. abſtird and unceiſonable. is, it for 

--Mcen 


wes 


| (x10) 
men” to complain that Chriſts burden's 
heavy, only becauſe they have 0 mind to 


bear it ? 
2. This ſhould awaken us to/ the moſt 


unceſſanr induſtry .- to conſider that our 
Jabours ſhall nor be 'fruſtrared , nor our 
deſigns diſappointed, through the concur- 
rent aſfiftance of the Deity * God hath 
metcifully provided * for tis children of 
men in-their degenerate condition, -againſt 
all thoſe diſadvantages which their preſent 
fare expoſcrh them unto 3 and becauſe we 
are liable ro many mifcarriages, 'by reaſon 
of the darkneſs of our underſtandings which 
are apt ro be deluded with falfe appre- 
henſions, and abſtrd and inconſequent de- 
du&ions;- through the propenſity of our 
wills to h-arken ro the ſuggeſtions of the 
fleſh ,- and: comply” with the '(ollicitations 
of the inferiour -appetite 3 God hath nor 


 , Tefr'us' in the © hands of © owr' own 'tounſel, 


| nor ſet ts to grapple with the cnetnies of 
our Salvation in-the ſtrength of 'an arm of 
feſh,"but graciouſly co-opperates by the al- 
fiſtances of his Spirit, thac in' his might we 
may-prevail. overall thoſe ſpirnual ma 
| | an 
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(111) | 

and wor/dly Iuſts that war againſt our ſowls, 
yea , be more then conquerours through his. 
Almighty power, who never ſuſpenderh 
the auxiliary concurrence of it from/-any 
which endeavour the propagationot Vere | 
and Religion , but is ever working in thew - || 
both zo will and to do of his good plea- || 


'3.. Difficult and caſie are relative terms, 
are nothing in themſelves, bur as they have 
reſpe& to us , the difficulty and hardneſs 
of a thing being the diſproportion berween 
the | faculty and the objef y thus a little 
weight. becomes 'a+ burden to-ans infirn 
perfor, and an calie queſtion hardito him 
which iy: iHiterate, when the! one may -be 
as ealily! carried by one which is firongy as | 
the other be reſolved by the one that is | 
learned,” Religion might paſs noronly-for 1 
an.impoſſivle task,- if the duties whict!" ic 
enjoyns us to perform were. tobe wroaght 
by the ſtrength of 'man., who! cannot'db 
any thing of himſelf, bur-as he'is-enabled 
by the grace of Godiz' qui jubet jwvar;” The 
Leapard\ may ſſoon'\chenge his ſpots | and 
the eAithiopiin bs hue, as men of themſelves 


change 


(112) | 
 chanpe«their natures, and root out "thoſe 
vitious habits which cſfom hath ſo-deeply 
revetedinto.rhem.. Therefore God' chargeth 
nothing -upoh us-as our duty for which he 
hath nor afforded unto us a proporitonable 
meaſure of abilir», and unto the' accom- 
pliſhment whereof -he. hath not engaged 
bimſelf by prowiſe , if we. do not 6ffer 
violence ro the grace of God , rcje& his 
counſel againſt our ſelves, and refift the 
-boly Spirit; which we are to: Petition” and 
;attend for 3 {o that .norwithſtandingvmany 
dutics.of ::ReJigion be accounted difficulr by 
thoſe. which ; are ſpe&ators only ior be {0 
in \chemſelves,  yet-»thoſe . which implo 
themſelves 10 the :{evereſt and- irkſome 

-part.of:ir ;i have-chat> aſſiſtance -from-an 
#nſees hand which facilirares and ſweerens 
their labourss They waik'and are not weary, 
they run and are not faint ; as their, work, 
ſo their ſtrength is increaſed ; 'the'more 
they da:y the more they! may ; the greater 
the buxdenis which is:laid upon them, 'the 


better: xhey can bear: it 3: and "ris: no won- 


der if-neirher a Chriſtians Akive or Paſl-, 


five Obedience fubje& him to: faintnels 
L 4 -_ 
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(r13) 
or lafſunde when'the Eimgorrii a, Phil, T' ak 
= ſupply _ md i5 ſo cordial adi 

atv. 

4..\Thirglys: The afſcraxve of _— Ke 
et facificaring the 'work"of Religion 
That exceeding. and" 'erernal welght\ of 
y'65'; whicts is:in the Goſpel propounded 
10 thoſe; which are eelivious,/18 Sfo 
inducernent (aconpatwial; andof (6cafie@h 
acceſs untovthe mindodf: men," and" withal 
of ſo) weighty: an'importarice, rhar whoſo- 
everi(hall gil ny ir; willundolb&- 
edly (give 2in his Gigs ts this |euidh 
wn. che well yroundeddxpe® atiom/of:felt> 

"fo; frcomparably 'grrar'; ($0: erhrilully 
to. able, ſo only ro oe enjoyed muftimere 
then abegteb-balſeace albche aſperiives and 
wor ;whidiincorgmddae-- menin the 

way. \ubto it. -7Tis 'ſbfficientiromakethe 
rogbsf plaresſmorth, and levelrbe higheſt 
Mountains\ into! a-Phinz 1gnd/rmake” the 
111d Zone temperares\.inche wiew' af (this 
glory all: difhculries are ſwallowed up} 'and 
the edge of;dangers:rurgedy and oppo+ 


- ſtion! ts lo.far:from: beirgia- bridle 'to're- 


irain 4 Tn quicken 'endes> 
1/10 WS VOIE 3 


* __ 


(414) 
rg it animates Reſolution,-inflanies the 
ce, and improves the Soul tian higher 
degree of vigour and ———R—_—_ , whilſt 
& not ſo much'ar the 1biiigs which arc 
ſeen which are-remporal, as: at the things 
| which &e not ſeen which are eternal. | 
$+ All Rational Agents ate: carried on 
by their ends, as Warches moye accopding 
£o the ſirength.of che Spring > and Clock 
proportionableeo the weight which is hung 
apon them; by how much the more glorious 
40d excellent; the - reward || /ptopounded 
a__ i5,with ſo: mach a wore euer- 
verive is the mind of che» age#s pol- 


and an anſwerable weighr pur upon 


the Soul for the accelarati irs motion 
Whaetfoever -& mian- pro as his cad 
be gives thatan-Eavpire and Dominion ove 
_ him;/ro regulars and diſpoſe his aQtions tc 
the attainment! of it 3 he 'Wwho- '\makes rhe 
ovcad frokdns of: —_ #/timaze end 
an in expectance: of at;} is 
pad {wayed-thereby, to be EIS 
ance of is ; notwichſtanding the 
which onl ;can-inſtare bit invhas felic 
hw andieorions: , 1189) 
6. «(> 


l 


(114) 


4 Nope wagon cen inflanies the 


: 
: 


-aternel frukinn af:God: hisa/eimare: odd 
| > EIT; > TRIS Bet is 


 hkery i# 


e goo" os es" tan 
- ee of vigour and generoulſneſs , fan 
ot o much'\ar the 1hinigs which arc 
; wn which are-1emporal, as: at the things 


"which are not ſeen which are eternal. 


| 5 All Ratioval Agents ate carried on 
Ge hrinandss 45 Watches moye according 
£o the -of the Spring > and: Clock 
|proportionable co the weight which is hung 
un Yr mucb he hgrogfeceg 
.40d-, excellent; the - reward | propoundec 
en park miibebs ene al 
verive is the mind ot che» «gens pol 


| and an anſwerable wer pr wor] 
$he--Soul for the accelarati irs motion 
 Whatfoever 4 nhan- proj eek 


he gives thatan Expire and Dominion © 


 him;/to regulate and diſpoſe his aRions'wh 


the attainment! of it; | he 'who- makes 


= og chereby,: tobe do ng 
of ts . notwithſtanding the wed 
which only: can-inſtar hide" divvhes felicl 
hers and us; 5 '1:48V] 
wy 
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hk Im RD ein the! glory of 
Ae t {0 cheap. a-rare y-f5 9; pro- 
| Nw wig 10.20 ment. of ,every. ſapiac 
| rf Rk 5 = aka nor Noting ea 
Fac 1gent.e FOvur can 
| bej (tly.eltgemed which conguceth 
ro fan z:tho! $i boi be,an 4uerſe- 
el and ,neln#7 Ge bag tQ, make \u 
ole mea are, cfecty j99,8he 
procuring. {a — Sees. 4; 
OT ers 
video only, pi 
WG In; OE. hg 49 
na uls, chere,, ( omnch: | Jumane 
arure ke, £,.1aS, W (8-20, ſtart back 
a the: ARSE rance ;of Wl gee Duties. which 


Earn ey Fehgion may 2 if they, had 


not re 1,7 WA 4 f.reward, 
god FLY: e fuge on p art 146, [ex 
Before them, lo.all Seca, 
| ehcouraped by.che he 

their end, to: encount | 


ppoſitiar Re cantra 
Fr Merc rar ad ventures = 


lacrey! of aboli Gn ral Eee 


: yy 


BE 


Jar: Wi 


is Tis 
ſtudies, Av DS 2s qe 
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far more cdping' es SA tes 
glory, which is Prepartd for the, telvard of 
holy men, cannorto'thein "Har cyeir "bur 
make the btevief burdens Heh, who ef 
preſſiires momenmany.” _ 

8. *'Tis very probable _ the ractice 
of Vertue abſtr ated: from all ptefenc plea- 
ſure, 'andfurure felicity; would be 2burden 
wherewtth few, ot*'nbne would cl 
themſelves; therefore: God hath'gf iy 
daigiied ro” recommend: unto'us ett 

of Chriſtianity,” under » ſuch TA nb 
ad '\morives thar arEnioſt apt cffeRilally' ro 
prevail wpon' ws ; his: ways are "fo anflable 
and' health in rhenfebves that'they" tay 


I 3 invice 


Fi 
open ane ina Ce 


fa 


== als f oxy x ep ep 6g 
calling of. G £[ 14 cs 

Pedfaft and mmeorale always ab oe 
gnere 4nd more in the tf the Lond 


knowing that our labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord ; but that foes $1 a our fruit auto 


holineſs, we Jhal have [ 
es 

, Tis the nature of Hope to fire 
2 tbe weak hands. and contirm the ebl 
' Knees; to keep. up, the Soul amidſ} all 
| fliormas, and make it als again} all 
z.to {weeten the. bittereſi _ 

lighten the heavieſt burdens z; 
Scripture abounds in. pregnant inftances "A 
the powerful influences of it 3,/ir provoked 
Abrahen ro relinquiſh his. own. Novus 


p> TOS 
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and ſojourn is « frange land , he: 
{#40008 dnlde and webee mas ples 
It pre Mojes 10 E 
no pore eh es of a Favourite 
at Cours, and.to the (ſcrvirude and 
- which was by *he 1ſ- 
raelites at the Kilne, for he had reſpec to 
the recompence of reward, and ſaw him y_ 
wes inviſible, The Primizive Chr 
welcomed the Plunders, and pres ep 
when they beheld the ruine and 
their —_ poral means, bur wok [fly he = 
ſpoiling *q their goods , knowing 
ſelves, thatthey had in Heaven 4 — and 
wore endering ſubſtence, and under torture 
would not acceps of deliverance. Our bieffed 
Lord and Saviour, unto whom we are to 
look as.the moſt eminent inſtance and ex- 
ample, Heb, 12, 2, for the joy which' was 
ſet before him, endured the Croſs, and dt- 
[piſed the ſhame, and ſuffered the contr abit 
03 of JSers. 1- 

10, 'Tis no indul ence to the 7 
of weak Believers ,' but neceſſary he the 
ſtrongeſt Saints to :encourage theniſelves 
againk all difficulties by:the ———— 


14 


(120) 
of: future' glory.. /Nor is it any'"difparage 

.ment-:c0 the ingenniry and Seerab ſacs of 
thofe Souls, whoſe obedience floweth from 
ſuch a P#inciple as hath relation” theirs 
ſelves.inthe acrainment of everlaſting bliſs; 
for that 'che defire' of: happineſs 15 'our '14: 
t#r6, and:che right-exprefſion! of ielf- love 
our great: duty ;  and:fuch which" cenſure 
than Lani of God: mercenary and\mierecriri. 
e#;; which is in conjentien with the love of 
wr ſelves, do not underſtand that we'then 
m8ke.the glory af God:our principal end; 
whet we place our: chrefeſt happineſs in 
the. enjoyment of him; it being a' vain thing 
t9:;imagine we can glorifie God any better 
way then! in the eternal fruition of him and 
communion with: himz .the- g/ory 6f God 
being: fothing contrary to, or 'abſtrafted 
fromtbe/a/vetion of man; bur thar in which 
ir. doth conſiſt, -and whereby ir- doth moſt 
effecually . diſplay It ſelf, - Nor-can' we be 
ſaid to love enr ſelves more then'Ged , or 


" ſubordinate his ;gyary 0 our 'deſigns; © in 
' chiefly: intending ;and. endeavouringour' 
owtt. happineſs, when this can ohly be'ac-. 
coinpliſhed -by /the-i denyal of - our : ſinful 
> * affeions, 


(171)! 
affeions , and'Entire refignarion of 'our 
ſelves ro his Will; 'and the entertainment 
of thoſe Divine Impreſſions npon our Souls 
by which we 'are made conformable unto 
bin; | and by.4- participation of a Divine 
Nature, in the communication 'of which, 
the honour of God dorh become- moſt il-. 
Iuftrions and triumphanr ; -and the ' Souls 
of - meh- are - made” meet to' be partakers 
of the Inheritance of tht Saints im livbr | 
+ 1f: God in'Scriprure hath been pleaſed 
ro\ufe all rational" methods, and parherical 
inſinuacions to engage us to! look'after our 
ownhappineſs z by vehement Perſ{waſions, 
paſſionate Expoſtulations, convitive Rea- 
ſonings , 'melting Lamentations, and ſeri- 
ous 'Proteſtations , © accommodaring ' him- 
felt unto every faculty, and tonching 
every firing of the Humane Soul that 
may move it roward himſelf ;' and bec:ufe 
fear of Puniſhment, and hope'of Reward, 
arc the moſt ſuitable arguments ro work 
upon reafonable-creatures', God hath nor 
been "wanting © ih Hhis-addrefling himfelf 
ro/vs 'in- ſuch a manner-rhat may 'deterre' 
us from evil,” and allwre us to good.s * _ 
*% 12, If. 


(132) 
.13, If we have any piry for our ſelves, 
what can be more cffe&ual to prevail up- 
on us. to del{ift, from all impiery , then the 
apprehenſion of that jult ſeverity and, dif- 
pleaſure of Gad,which we expole our ſelves 
uato by our. diſobedience > The Apoſtle was 
well acquainted with the force of this 
motive, 2 Cor. 5.11; Knowing the terronrs 
of the Lord, weperſmade men, Let us chk 
if we can bear the indignation of the Lerd, 
end ſtand before the power of his anger ,, 4 
« by fear , ſo # bus wrath, Plal, 90.11, 
Can we dwell with devouring fire, and. lit 
down in everlaſting burnings f? Ia, 33, 14 
This conſideration was marter of fear to 
the {inners, and ſurprized the Hypocrites 
with terrour ; 'tis a probable way to awaken 
men 19 flee. from the wrath to come, No 

guments take a faſter hold of the nature 
of man in this degenerate ſtate , then., the 
apprehenſion of danger and fear of miſery : 
for when all ingenuity is loſt, and deſire of 
enjoyment of . Heaven is extinguiſhed, there 


will remain a ſirong propenſion, which we 
cannot quit our ſelves from , to flee from - 


miſery, and eſcape puniſhment, | 


13. If 
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(133) 
13. If we love our own foals, and can 
be affeted with whar is beſt for us, behold, 


God hath courted our love wuh the pro- 


miſes of Eternal Happineſs,and endeavour- 


ed to charw us to Obedience by - rhe moſt 


deſirable end, -and given into us as certain 


an aſſurance of it as we can rationally ex-' 


pea, or as the nature of the thing is ca 
of, it being beth ſpiritual and farere. And 
becauſe men of different rempers and confti- 


tutions, do nor propound one and the ſame 


thing as the ſcope anddeſign of their aQi- 


ons, but are variouſly. affeed ; one with: - 


Houxour, a ſecond with Wealth, a third with 
Pleaſure, &c. God hath repreſented the 
ſkare of furure bliſs in ſuch variety of ex- 
preffions , as will -recommend it unto all 
ſorts and conditions of men, Ler him thar 
aſpires unto Honour , take a view of the 


Crown of Glory, which ſhall be ſer on che 


head of him whom God will honour , 
and it will provoke him to this /audable am. 


bitien, Let him thar thirſts after worldly 
Wealth , ſurvey the Riches and Treaſures 


ofthe heavenly Kingdom, which is the Inhe-- 


ritance of holy men , and ir will _—_ 
wm 


(£24) 
Bien ih his endeavours to be rich toward God, 
that he may for ever inherit the portion of 
the juſt in the land of life. Lerhim who pur- 
ſues the. Delights of Senſe , and ſeeks for” 

ſatisfaQtion in theſe low enterrainments; lif' 
up: his eyes to the Joy of Gods Salvation; 7» I 
whoſe: preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at wheſe 
right band are pleaſures for evermore $190 
it will poſſeſs him wirh the importanity of 
David,-When, O when ſhall 'I appear be- 
fore the Lord, that'1 may be ſatinfitd with the 
fatneſs of his Boſe, and drink abondiniy of 
_ River wh bis pleaſure / 18 100! eres 
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+, CaaP, XI, 


I. The belief of '\« future Reward admitted by «ll pre- 


their 


(x26) 
their lives to be ſerviceable to their Crea- 
tor, conſtantly adhering to him in fairhful 
-, obedience, and breathing afrer hin with vi. 
gorous affetions; ſhall be then defeated of 
the fruition of God, when they” are moſt 
capable ro enjoy him , viz, when freed 
from thoſe impediments which rheir con- 
JjunRion with a terreſtrial vehicle dothine- 
ceffarily carry with it, Res 
--, A». That there is a condition of bliſs 
reſerved for the reward of ſuch. whoſe 
vertuous actions qualifie them for admiſſion 
thereunto; or asthe Apoſtle ſpeaks, Ther 
there remains 4 reft for the people of God, 
hath. been rationally inferred by 'the more 
_ pradent Heathens from their 'obſervation of 
the unequal diſtribution of good and evil 
in this world ;' for farveying the preſent 
economy of affairs, and finding{uch which 
were moſt notoriouſly vitious , highly 
 gratified with all choſe plcaſures to' which 
. their ſenſual Appetite inclin'd" them 3' and 
that the moſt exaQly and ſeverely verrnons, 
forthe moſt part faboured under-thoſe in- 
Krmities and neceſficies whicti were incon: 
fiſtene with the happineſs of Humimne N- 


ture, 
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(137) 
ture, ſecing theſe oblique tranfaRions, 
I thatrhey might reconcile this adminiſtration 
of Providere with the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Goodneſs of God, did genuinely con- 
chude-thae this world was a place' of iryal 
and probation , and that there was a furure 
ſtare for reward and-remiwner ation ; ioti- 
mating withal, that the ſtare ro which men 
were ''a d upon the  quitring | this 
—_——_— ſtage, is not to be primarily af- 
fignedro an abſohute and fatal deere, or the 
manifeſtation of any Soveraign and Arbi- 
prone, bur to the rightcons progrefs 
Divine Neweſos wich inſinuates it 
fo through rhe whole Contexture of the 
Univerſe, aud will not fail wo diſpoſe/of 
perſons to > ſuch an habitation- and {uch ſo- 
ciery, for which by their previous AQtivets 
andiPaſſions they have prepared thetnſelves, 
conſonant to rhe Divinity of the A le, 
who tells vs, Rom,” 9. 2. of veſſel; of wrath 
fried ro deflrutFion-, and Col.:1.12, of 4 
being mers to Kr of the- Inheritance F 


the Saints in I; 
At t6 Chriſti 
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of rhe; eotertaivment, of: Secrates, }Senece, 
Plato, Plotinus, Epilterue, and ſuch wonby 
Pagans, inthe other World, whoſe jnvineir 
ble ignorance of many. Articles of Religion 
(whoſe negle& doth certainly conclude thetn 
under damnation:, which. live unter: \tke 
Goſpel Meridian ) mightfairly,.conſift with 
their moral innecency and intcgrity;andipal+ 
4bly not hazard thcirducure happineſs ih 
even they, might hayerhar faith whichthe 
Apoſtle: allows. to.'be ſufficient ro-make a 
. man acceptable ro God,w/jz... a beliefi thathe 
*,- and. (hat,be &. 4 rewar der of them which 
ſeek, bim; Heb. 11.6, ,wbich if. it1profluce 
thoſe fruits.,; and accotopliſh thoſe. ends fot 
The /effeRing,of which /fajzh/ is requiſite: if 
xbe waritigfnecefſary means for the arriyi 
9. any. particular and -explicite-notions-»0 
Redemprian,, . 'tis- probable / that. theiroor 
of the marrer;,, the very! eſſence of; Religion 
| being \fownd.in zhem, God;x (according /to 
the, diates [gf our. facuties' concerning 
this clemency:and bounty, and the revelation 
of his Philanthropy) will not condemmrbemn 
| for whan ayas-pever, in; their; power iqat 
| or, acquirez-and. for omg iRabe hots MAE 
| ol nown 
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known to the contr , may by ſome | F | 
ctzl © indulgence mee} La Wh Foe 
revelation of himſelf which is-neceflary to 
eternal blefſednefs : bar this looksfo like a 
Controverſie, I ſhall decline it.; referring 
the Reader to the 12, 13, 14, verſes of.the 
2. ofthe Reman, asbeitg the Trapick of the 
queſtion, beyond which it cannot go, nor I 
neither. 

4. Sith not only the light of Reaſon, and 
natural Religion,bur alſo divine Revelation 
doth ſufficiently demonſtrate that. vertuous 
and pious perfons' ſhall after their.. depar- 
tare from this world be tranflated into a 
ſtare of bliſs and glory : It may be: worth 
our enquiry, to underſtand, if we cati, what 
this bleſſednefs is ; where if we follow the 
mi pony of the Erhuirk Poets,” they will 
cad us | 


4d amana wireta 


| Fortunatoram nemorum, ſedeſque bratas. 


To the Eiflurs Fietds,the Fortunate Iflands, 
&c. and treat us with Netar and Ambre- 
fs, andceleſtial Viands; 'and aditiit"ds gr 

| K . 
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the rank of the Aerial Genti', and feaſt us 
_ withtheGods, Ifthe diviner ſort'of Philoſo- 
phers, they will advance us to a further 
degree of bleſſedneſs and knowledge of it ; 
but we ſhall leave their worthy Eflays, and 
Philoſophical conjeRures abour the happi- 
neſs of the life to come, and wiihing them 
an intereſt in it, ſhall atrempt the knowiv 
of this Riddle by plowing with Cod 
Heifer. | | R 
5, God hath, as it were, ranſacked the 
whole Treaſury of the Creation for the 
imbelliſhment of that condition into which 
he will inftate his People , and omitted no- 
thing whereby it may be rendred excellent 
and eligible : 'Tis call'd life , and what is 
more, eternal life ; that it is life , makes it 
deſirable 3 but that this life is eternal, that 
makes it infinitely ſo. Sin when finithed, 
brings forth death ; but Religion when con- 
. ſummate, brings forth life 4 irs end. is life Y *- 
without end. The knowledge of the happi- 
neſs of Heaven is reſerved , not reveal'd'; 
we ſpeak of it, as of God , not what we 
ought, but what we. can: No man can 
declare to. you what, it is , and if he could, 
you 
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you were not able to bear it; Tis more. 
then an exceeding and eternal weight+ of 
glory, 2 Cor. 4.17, Kef Smplenbs if 6 mepBarkd, 
"There 'is both an emphaſis and elegancy in 
the Original, loſt in che Trafiflation ; 'ris 
Floty from one Hyperbole to attothet. Hy- 
perbole ; *tis «jþ1r, ſomewhat which is nor 
capable of being expreſt by words ; raiſe 
up-your ſouls ro the higheſt 2p, yer then 
they will diſparrge the happineſs of Heaven 
by roo-low and unworthy apprehenfions of 
| its 'tis to be limned like Hoamemnens * 
|| gricf, only by a veil; our faculties afe too 
| weak and impotent'to frame an exaGt jdes 
| of it. The obje&s we converſe with are 
| too ſcanty and indigent to furniſh us with 
| a notion commenſurate with its perfeion. 
| 
J 


Our conceptions are too narrow to let in a 

full and determinate Map of thar State, 

' There is a-great part of the Holy Land| nor 

| yer diſcovered, | We have burlitt'e more 
acquaintance with the particulars of our en- 

 B cercainment in the ſtate of ſeparation, then 
of that of Pre-exiſtence ( if the" Hypotheſis 

1 may paſs for truth 1, --Didſt rhowever look 
within the veil, and ſee that perfeRiort of 

K 2 beauty 
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| beauty and glory which is in the holjeſ 
| of al. ?. Doſk thou know the worth of that 
| Crown,..the magnificence of that Thrope , 
the ſtatelineſs 'of that Manſion, the richneſs 
of that Prize , the ſweetneſs of that Many - 
24, the brightneſs of that Glory, the gene» 
rouſnels that fruit, the. purity of -that joy, 
and happincſs of that ſociety, wherewith 
God will entertain his Children? Canſt thou 
tell me what ic i5 10 know 4 thou art known ? 
19 be like him,to be one with him,to enter into 
1e9,to appear in glory,to have God thy portion 
exceeding great reward? Prethee tell me , 
if thou,canſt , what eſtate thou ſhale be 
 poſleſſedof, whoart a caherr with Chrit, 
and. ſhalt ipberi: all things, whar digniries 
thou ſhalt be preferred to, whom the King 
of Heaven delights ro honour ;, what trant- 
porting, pleaſures thou ſbalt enjoy , who arc 
alwayes raviſhed with divine love , and in 
his imbraces whoſe fammr « better then || 
life ? Who. can tell how great that good-+ 
neſs is, which God hath laid up for his? or 
what is that largeſs they ſhall receive-from 
tis bounty;?,, who knows how far the: be/ix 
of happineſs may inlarge, or can ſay , Hi- 
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therro ſhall 41 come and no further? 'Canſt 
thou give me a bill” of that fare where- 
with * thoſe ſhall” be. feaſted which" 'are 
invired to the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb? Hath God told thee what portion 
he will give his children > or whar' Zffate 
he will ſettle uporv his Spouſe £ or what that 
Charter is he hath granted to the'Cifizens 
of the New Fer»ſalem ? Glorious things are / 
{ſpoken of this City of God; bur no deſcripri- - 
'ons, Meraphors, or reſemblances which an 
ative fancy may ſuggeſt can infintiate into 
our - minds an expres charater thereof , 
for the Apoſtle tells us, Ir doth not yet ap- 
pear what we ſhall be; till Experience be 
our Txtor ,, we muſt make a wverive of Ne- 
ceſſury ,-' and let onr1gw0rance increale our 
Devotion ; whilſt we are withour, all theſe 
things are in Parables's bur after death, he, 
who now looks forth at the window, and ſhows 
himſelf throueh the Latteſs, Cant, 2:9, will 
rake the veil from his face , and the ſcales 
from our'eyes, and enable 'ns to behold rhe 
brightneſs of his glory; till then the ſuwinmun 
+bonnm will not be unridled. No Mathema- 

ticks can makea Facobs Staffe to take the 
26 K 3 dimenſions 
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dimenſions of this State 3 'ris not to be 
meaſured; \though by the cubir of the San- 
Ruary;; 'it hath an heighth and length, and 
depth, and breadth, which we cannot ſtand 
-upon the Earch and find out, We know 
© .not here. the {weetneſs of being inebriared 
.ar the Foyntain; For ought we can tell, 
there. may be ſome powers 1n our ſouls, that 
in this contracted ftare are wrapt up in 
ſilence, and inativity, which: upon our 
releaſe- from this. preſent confinement to 
inert; and ſluggiſh matter may- awaken, 
wnfeld and dilate themſelves for the: enter- 
taining .of Happineſs, now, altogether un- 
conceiveable. But by how much the more 
men live - in conformity to the Divine 
Will, and in familiar. converſe with the 
Deity, ſo much the more neer approaches 
do they make towards an acquaintance wirh 
the bleſſedneſs in which the ſpirirs of -juſt 

/ men made perfect are inſtated, Such which 

. are. in'the Apoſtles expreſſhon , alienated 


 .from the life of God, muſt likewiſe be 


_ cſiranged, - as fromthe ſenſe , ſo alſo from 
the #nderſlanding of its concomitant fel'- 

cy, 

6, Let 
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6. Let our buſte faculcies run into never 
ſo great a variety of opinions concerning 
the. appendices and cirenmflances of the - 
bappineſs of Heaven, yet will this abide 
as an undoubred verity , that the eſſence of 
that bliſs is ſuch, that wicked men cannor, 
conſidering the nature of it, be partakers 
thereof z the beauty of holinefs is not viſt- 
ble to an evil eye 3 the fruit of the Tree of 
Life cannot be reliſhed by a voluptuous 
Palate; the parhs of pleaſure in the Paradiſe 
of God, will be bur as obſcure and melan- 
cholick ſhades, to him which hath walked 
contrary to God ; he will be TantaliFed in 
the waters: and ander the Tree of life z he 
canineither enjoy this happineſs nor (if 
poffibly he could) rejoyce in it ; the reaſon 
is, becauſe he is deſtitute of faculties pro- 
portiona'e and analogous to ſuch kind of 
. obje3,whereby the pleaſure of them ſhould 
be conveyed tothe Soul; in this ſenſe the 
Apoltle may be underſtood, when he tells 
us, That the natural man cannot receive the 
thines of the Spirit of God, becauſe they 
are Piritualy diſcerned, The happineſs of 
Man being the fruition of God as the _ 
K 4 e 
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eſt, good; the. fonndationiof this enjoyment 
_ 55,inthat communion, whichthere is berween 
God and Man, . wbich conſifts in the afirmt- 
latien and conformity of our aftions, affeci- 
ons. and diſpoſitions unto the: nature . and 
goodneſs of God, which work , if it be nor 
accompliſhed in ſame meaſure in us., ir is 
panaer we ſhould, þe:bappy 3 for God 
og eternally. the ſame-,, cannot -reoede 
rom the holineſs,of bis own- nature: to have 
communion withus:n a finful ftate.; racre- 
fore we ought ro endeavour a reconciliation 
of our {elves tothe purity and perfeion: of 
the: Divine Being, that thereby we may be- 
made capable of the enjoyment--thereof, 
What. fellomfrip can light have with. dark- 
neſs, or what concord: can there be: betmeen 
Chriſt. and Belidl ? till: we lay afide the 
weapons of our. hoſtility. againſt- Heaven, 
and bearuly comply. with, the will of Gad, 
andentiraly devote our-felves by felf-denial 
unto him,. that he may,beall in:all, we have. 
no ground ofexpeRance. for that happineſs 
whichknows no.end, | 
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An Appendix containing certain Propoſitions for the 
E wplicating' the Naiwre of Religion. 


H Aving frequently afſerred- that true 
Religion completes the happineſs of 
Humane Nature , and that it is impoſlible 
ſuch whoſe minds arewhely deſtitme of the 
Principles thereof, and whoſe lives are irre- 
concileable with its practice , ſhould arrive: 
here to.any confiderable degree of thar 
peaceable and fedate temper of foul, which: 
inaicates preſent happixeſsz or upon their 
departure out of this ſcene of life, be ad- 
mitred'ro-a participation of rhe blefſedneſs 
ofthe World to come ; It is not improbable 
bur ſome one or other whichmay read this 
Diſcourſe, wilt be defirons to have an ac- 
count of the Nature of Religion , in fuch 
particulars at leaſt which may conduce to 
their diretion in the management of fo 
important an affair as | have affirmed ir is, 
as-intereſting them-in-the happineſs of -_ 
| life, 
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life ,and #ntitling them to that to come: That 
, 1 may fatishieſuch a reaſonable requeſt, and 
! improve to the beſt advantage I can that 
_ end which I aim at in this preſent Treatiſe, 
wiX, to endear Religion to the world , by 
rendring it moſt rational in it ſelf, and ad- 
wantagious toits Voraries; [ (hall attempt 
the Explication of ir in theſe enſuing Pro» 

poſitions. | 

1, Propolition. 

There i one Supreme, Eternal, neceſſary, 
Independent Being , infinite in Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, viz God, The belief 
of thisis the firſt ſtepto Religion , and fo 
 propou nded by the Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, He that comes to God, muſt be- 
| liewvethat he is; where by comming to God, 

according. to the ordinary way of ſpeech 
wich the Hebrews, is meant wor (ſhipping 
him, to which none wi'l or can addreſs 
 theml(elves, withour believing that he &, So 

chat a firm aſſent to the E xiſtence of a Deity 
neceſſarily precedes all Adoration of and. - 
Obedience to him : Now it to this Prelepti- 
cal Principle of the Being of God which. is 
implanted in tae Nacure of Man , be added 
a 
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raign Juriſdiftion and Authority over us z 
that he hath an eſpecial care and providence 
for us, and reſpe& to us , and ſuch other 
Truths which are obvious, to infer from the 
precedent Suppoſition z we have a true ac- 
count of the Original of N:t»al Religion, 
and the Foundation of all that Vertue and 
Veneration which we meet with in the Pa- 


gan World; for unto this Idea engraven. in 


their Souls, and the rational conſequences 
thereof, were chey indebred for the ſeminal 
Principles of Honeſty and Piety , as might, 
wete it appropriate to the preſent deſign,te' 
calily manifeſted, 

Propofition 2. 

The Soul of Man i of an Immortal 
Nature, viz. It ſubſiſts and afts after ies 
diſſolution from the body. This hath been 
generally conceded by all Pretenders to any 
Rel gion, and runs parallel with the beleif 
of the precedent Propoſition , which «b- 
ſtrafted from this, would have had a weaker 
influecce upon the Nature of Man, to 
have encountred with the difficulties of 
| Vertue 


a didaZfiin of ſuch Truds which do imme * 
diately flow therefrom, as that he hath Sove- + 
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{ Venue and Piety: And from theſe two 


prime riotions diftated by the common rea- 
fon-of, mankind, hath naturally ſucceeded 
the belief of \'Reward' and Puniſhment, and | 
an enquiry after the means of attaining the 
one, and avoiding the other z which the 
dim lighe of Nature could not fufficient- 
ly manifeſt ; therefore God hath communi- 
cated h'mſelf ynto mankind,through his Son, 
the Narrative of whoſe Tranſa&ions we 
have recorded in the Goſpel; and' we 
ought ro. conſult choſe ſacred Oracles, that 
| we. may be aſſured what Articles of Faith 
' we areto aſſent to, and what Duties to 
' petform, which neither the Light of Rea- 
ſon , nor the Moſaical Diſpenſation hath 
.diated unto us:: Ahd that we may have as 
brief and perſpicuous account as the'nature 
ofthe Subje is capable of, 1 ſhall proceed 
to lay down ſuch further Propoſttions , as 
may -conduce to the caſe of the weakeſt 
Underſtanding, in the; apprehenſion of the 
' ſiimandepirome of thar Goſpel which re- 
 commends to us the Doctrine and PraQice 
pf Chriſtian Religion. | | 


* 3, Pro» 
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3. Propolition. - <6 
God was pleaſed to ſend his Son into the 


world, ta take our Nature upon him, 16 've="*: | 


deem the lapſed Poſterity of the firſt Adam, 
by a perfet® accompliſhment , t5rough hi 
Attive and Paſſive Obedience, of whaiſoever 
was required of him , | 4s the Sponſor apd 
Mediator of the New Covenant, mwhereim | 
# promiſed: remiſſion of ſin and eternal | 


life. 


4. Propoſition. 
Such oniy partake of the bleſſings of that 
Covenant, confirmed by the Death and: Re- 


ſurre&ion. of our bleſſed Saviour, \ which 1 
faithfully perform thoſe conditions which are * 


on their part required in order 10 the attain+. 
went thereof, This Propoſition 'is evident 
by irs own light to all thoſe which under- 
ſtand the nature of a Covenant, which is 
a mucual agreement between diffcrene Par-. { 
ties, that: upon the performance or failure: } 
of the conditions therein expreſſed, ſuch 
and ſuch (hall be the conſequences 3 fo thar: 
if one of the Covenanters neglect; to) per- 
formchecondition ro which he hath-obliged: 
himſelf, he cannor: juſtly. challenge rhe 0- 


ther 
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ther, to give unto him ary thing cove- 
nanced for, to which he was engaged, up- 
+ On n0 other conſideration; then, by ver- 
* tuc of that Obligation from which he. is 
begally diſcharged, by the others evacuating 

the Peet of the Covenant , in a contra- 
diting of the Conditions @f it. The 
Application of this” to ' Gods: Covenant 
with the Sons of Men, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
is ſo plain and obvious, 1 (hall nor inſiſt 


thereon. 


5. Propoſition. | 
- The principal and fundamental Conditi- 


on, whereby we are Entitled to a Right to 
all the B nefits of the Goſpel Covenant , s 
Faith. The cxcrciſe of this divine grace 
in the various circumſtances of our lives 
- 15 indeed Chriſtian Religion, and an effeRual 
means, through Gods appointment for the 
obtaining etcrnal happineſs, As ,under the 
| ceconomy of Moſes, the whole dutv of man 
- was'comprehended in -this expreſſion , the 
fear of God: So: under the Goſpel admi- 
niſtrarion the ſubſtance of a Chriſtians 
duty'is included in this word Faith. Thae 
no man may be defrauded of his happi- 
| neſs, 
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neſs, by being impoſed on in his apprehen- 
ſions of Faith , by ſwallowing doww ſuch 
imperfe& definitions of ir as roo many 
ſyſtemes of Divinity , and confeſſions of 
Faith do ofer him : I ſhall render co his 
conſideration ſuch a deſcription of rhe na- 
ture thereof as may juſtific ic ſelf by Scri- 
pture, and correſpond. with the ngyin- de» 
ſisn of God in the Goſpel, viz, the: ad- 
- vancement of theiNivine life in the world, 
which hath been nor-a little checked in its 
progreſs, by the: reception of ſome ſu 

poſititious. notions: concerning it, -as if.t 

whole of Faith were a recumbency ' and 
 affiance on. God For, or -a particular per- 


{waſion. of our own' Salvation ,- making - 
that which is but a part or prededF of 


Faith , comprehenſive of irs extire. nature, 
that they may relax themſelves from the 
ſricneſs of that obedience which the; Faith 
of the. Goſp.1 doth exact ; 
which is then only- full, complete, and 
adequate, when there is a firan aſſent ro 
its Truth, a ſecure reliance upon-its Pro- 


miſes, an. awful dread- of its Threatnings, 


Sela: x 5's 
and an univerſa] obedience to itsPreceps 5; 
| ; He 


the (bjed? of 
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He thus thus believes ow the Name of the 


Son of Goa, ſhall 61 periſh, but have tternal 


: - Had'not (elf-love; 'vait-glory,, worldly 


| . antereſt, andcarnal indulgence given ſo ſig- 


nal evidences of their prevalency: in other 
affairs , it would have been firange how 
that perſpicuousand praftical deſcription of 
Chriſtian Faith , which ſo frequently oc- 
cursin facred Writ, ſhould beſo ordinarily 
rejected; and cloudy, and knotty , and ſpe- 
culative notions ſubſtituted in heu-thereof. 
The Scripture makes an hearty belief of 
Jeſus his being the Chriſt, viz. the anointed 
of God, to bethar Faich which is abſolutely 
neceſſary. to Erernal' Happineſs, as being 
thatto:which Juſtification and: acceptance 
with-God'is promiſed-; the full underſtand- 
ing of Which would filence moſt of theſe 
diſpures wherewith the world is diſturbed 
concerning the Nature of Faith ; and the 
influence ir hath into'the pardon of ſin, and 
ſerling/ a man firm in the favour 'ot God, 
which thoſe will never be willing ro under- 
ftand, whoſe ſturdy and peremptory- per- 
{wakion that they are the Ele& of God, ts 


the 
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the greateſt reaſon: which they bave to be+ 
lieve they areſo, and who would fain pre- 
ſcind all a&s of Vertue and Piety from 
ing effcntial rhexeumto< To believe, to 
confeſs, to know, and ſuch words of knows 
ledge, and acknowledgement , in the Dia- 
ee of Scripture, ſuppoſe ſuch apprehens» 
ſigns and. affeftions as are agreeable to 
_ the nature of ſuch ations; Confeſſion of 
fin includes in it a regret and repentance z 


aud the belief that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the 


anointed of God, the Prophet, the Prieft, and 
tbe King, comprehends demeanour becom- 
ing ſuch faith, To attend to his voyce,to be- 


lieve his Revelations, to follow his guidance 


and dire&ion;is to believe him a Prophet, A 
perſwaſion that he hath done whatſoever 
God required for the ſatisfaRion of his ju- 
ſice, for the expiation of guilt, and for pro- 
curing divine acceptance, and rhat there is 
Salvation in no other name bur his ; this is 
to believe him Chriſt a Prieff. A perfe 
ſubjzeRion of our ſelves to his Laws , and 
willingneſs that he ſhould reign in us by 
the power of his Spirit ; this is to believe 
him Chrif® 4 Kivz. "= conſideration of 


——_—_—— ___—_— Pr OI”. 


this 


(146) 

this tends to' the relief of the minds -of 
men, apt to be perplexed with unneceſſary 
ſcruples concerning the nature of Faith, 
and their own cs of the happineſs 
thereon dependant, and is' pregnant with 
powerful arguments to per{wade to the 
exerciſe of all Chriſtian graces and Moral 
vertues, which is the ſcope of all true Re- 
ligion, and the end of this Diſcourſe. 
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EnRRATA. 


Page 12.line 13. for nature's read natare is. p. 19.1. 24. 


1.14.dcl. Epbeſ.4.18. Epbeſ.5 1. p22. 1. 16, for criticiſm, we 
r. c/itiſm who. p. 25.1. 21. for the r. their. p. 44-1. 11. lefe 


our former. P\. 53-1. 18. for variety r. verity. p- 83. 1: 24.fer 
defer r. deter. p. 88. 1. 16. for boudman r. boulemia. p. gr. 
|. 20. for its r. as. p. 92. 1.9. inſert at, 07 to gratifie. Pe 11s 
I. 18. del, the. 1, 19. del, not only. 


